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WCW’s secret weapon in the ratings war has a name, and 
it is Torrie Wilson. Reader Warren Hope says that he'd 
keep tuning in to Nitro as long as Wilson was featured. 


DEAR WARREN 

There are a lot of changes 
going on in the world of profes- 
sional wrestling right now. I'll be 
honest—tt's refreshing to see the 
people who run WCW get their 
heads out of the sand and actually 
try to improve Nitro and Thunder. 

Like many fans, | have my own 
ideas on how WCW can close the 
gap with the WWF. If you kind 
people at THE WRESTLER will print 
my advice to WCW, you’ll make 
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my day. Here’s my 
WCW advice column: 
First, WCW really 
' needs to define what 
kind of promotion it is. 
' Some nights the wres- 
tlers push the enve- 
lope, like having Scott 
Steiner push Kimberly 
out of a moving vehicle, 
' but on other nights, 
they seem afraid to let 


the word “damn” 
| through their censors. 
Second, WCW 


» should let the wrestlers 
| be themselves. The 
WWF has done this, 
| and look at the charac- 
ters that they've creat- 
| ed. There’s nothing like 
cheering for Steve 
Austin, because you 
are actually cheering 
| Steve Austin—not 
| some guy playing that 
character. 
| Third, give the young- 
er guys title shots. Not 
just Bill Goldberg. It's 
time that Kidman, 
Misterio, and Disco 
Inferno started going 
after the U.S. title and 
even the World title. These guys 
are more athletic than most of the 
older WCW wrestlers, and if given 
enough time to learn the art of the 
interview, they will become the 
stars of the future. 

Finally, WCW should get with 
the times and show some female 
skin, starting with Torrie Wilson. 
She is a beautiful woman who 
needs to be on TV each and 
every week. | personally know of 
at least three more fans who 


would tune in to Nitro if she was 
on more often. 

WARREN HOPE 

Grand View, ID 


HOLLY HATER 

Crash and Bob Holly as the 
WWF World tag team champions? 
| must be dreaming. These two 
jabronies must be the luckiest 
people to set foot in a WWF ring, 
because they sure aren't the most 
talented. 

There is a lot of talk these days 
about how great the WWF tag 
team scene has become, but with 
the Hollys as the reigning champs, 
| must ask this: How good can the 
division truly be? 

Crash and Bob are funny, 
sometimes irritating, but certainly 
not worthy of wearing the title 
belts. | am waiting patiently for 
The Rock and Mankind to get their 
rematch and the title once again. 

MARGARET BEADINGS 
Big Bear, CA 


RAVEN’S CLAWS 

When will Tommy Dreamer 
ever learn? The only reason 
Raven ever came back to ECW 
was to be a monkey on Dreamer’s 
back, and Tommy is playing right 
into his hands. | would rather see 
Dreamer give up his half of the 
ECW tag team title than be tor- 
tured by Raven. 

What Tommy needs to do is 
take a few months off, then return 
when Raven least expects it. For 
once, | would like to see the tables 
turned on this freak called Raven. 

Quote “The Innovator Of Vio- 
lence,” nevermore. 

CLAIRE BOOTHE 
Paramus, NJ 





Like them or not, there is no denying that Bob and Crash Holly are among the 
WWF's stranger characters. Reader Margaret Beadings doesn’t like them and 
has no problem reminding us. 


VALIANT MEMORIES 

I'd like to thank Harry Burkett 
for his great “Blindsided” column 
about Jimmy Valiant (Holiday 
1999); it brought back some great 
memories of when | was a kid 
watching Valiant and his Boogie 
Woogie Brigade. 

Those were some fun days. If it 
wasn't for Burkett’s column, | don't 
think that | ever would have re- 
membered them. 

CLIFF MOBILE 
Biddle, MT 


REALLY FILTHY 
ANIMALS 

| can't believe The Filthy 
Animals have turned their backs 
on the fans. | know that all of them 
have rulebreaking pasts, but they 
all seemed to be on the straight 
and narrow in recent times. 

Perhaps they finally see a light at 
the end of the tunnel and are strug- 
gling to do everything in their power 
to get titles that should have been 
rightfully theirs years ago. Maybe if 
they were treated like the high-pro- 


file stars they are, they wouldn't 

have to resort to gang-style vio- 

lence. Look at where their goody- 

two-shoes antics have gotten them 
in the past. Absolutely nowhere. 

DOMINICK RAPELLA 

Owensboro, TN 


WHERE IS HBK? 

What's happened to Shawn 
Michaels? He hasn't been seen at 
a WWF event in months, and he’s 
supposed to be the commissioner! 
No wonder things have gone hay- 
wire in the WWF lately—the leader 
is missing! 

Of course, Shawn doesn't add 
what he used to add to the 
WWF. He doesn’t wrestle any- 
more. But he’s still a great per- 
former and adds electricity to 
WWF events. | would rather 
watch Shawn referee a match 
than watch half the WWF's ros- 
ter wrestle. HBK really is “The 
Showstopper,” and unless the 
WWF brings him back as either a 
manager, announcer, or even as 

(Continued on page 70) 
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Bill Goldberg is only one of many 
men who are upset with WCW’s new 
powers-that-be. Goldberg, screwed 
out of his second WCW World title 
only days after the powers-that-be 
assumed power, has vowed revenge. 





By Dan Murphy 








ning 


HE POWERS-THAT-BE in 
| WCW may be trying to 
improve WCW’s television 
ratings, but their spur-of-the- 
moment matchmaking and cava- 
lier attitude with WCW employ- 
ees seem to be inviting a melt- 
down of monumental propor- 
tions. Since arriving in the pro- 
motion, they have issued ultima- 
tums and played favorites, creat- 
ing a maelstrom of uncertainty in 
what were once placid waters. 
Thus far, Jim Duggan, Stevie 
Ray, and Chavo Guerrero Jr. 
have been kept out of active 
competition; Curt Hennig has 
been told he will be fired if he is 
pinned just one more time; and 
Kimberly and Madusa have 
been ordered to take on men. 
Criticism of the front office has 
come from almost everyone in 
the promotion—except Jeff 
Jarrett. 

“All | know is that those punks 
kept the World title from going 
around my waist for a second 
time,” Bill Goldberg fumed. 
“That was a mistake. They don’t 
know what I’m like when I’m 
angry, but they’re about to find 
out—and in a big way.” 

The Big Show has dedicated 
his first WWF World title reign to 
the memory of his father, who 
died of cancer one week before 
his son reigned victorious on live 
pay-per-view TV at Survivor 
Series. 

At Survivor Series, Big Show 
was unstoppable. He single- 
handedly defeated Big Boss- 
man, Prince Albert, Viscera, 
and Midian in less than two min- 








utes before taking Steve 
Austin’s place in the three-way 
match against World champion 
Triple-H and The Rock. Triple- 
H and Rock used every 
weapon at their disposal 
in combating Show, but 
there was no stopping the } 
big man, and with the 
help of Vince McMahon 
(who laid out Triple-H with 
the World title belt), Show 
won the WWF champi- 
onship, becoming only the 
fifth man in history to hold 
both the WWF and WCW/ 
NWA world titles. 

Big Show never would 
have had his chance at 
the belt if not for the fact 
that Austin was hit by a 
car in the parking garage 
of the Joe Louis Arena on 
the very night he was 
supposed to challenge for 
the title. Triple-H had pro- 
voked Austin during an 
interview, and “Stone- 
Cold” chased “The Game” 
into the garage where the 
hit-and-run occurred. 
Austin reportedly suffered 
injuries to his back and 
neck, and the early prog- 
nosis is that he could be 
out of the ring until 


SSS 
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WrestleMania—and maybe 
longer. An investigation into the 
incident has revealed that the 
car was registered to The Rock, 





Taz says that he isn’t going to back down from 
anyone in the WWF, even the 7’2”, 500-pound 
Big Show. Whether that’s a smart decision is 
yet to be determined. Sometimes it’s best to 
be at least a little afraid. 


Was DeGeneration X involved in the 
hit-and-run accident that injured 
Steve Austin? Police questioned DX 
members following the incident, but 
no definitive perpetrator has been 
identified. 


but DeGeneration X, the 
McMahons, and even Big 
Show were questioned by 
police the night after the 
| accident. 

Don’t expect Taz to 
change his style when he 
debuts in the WWF. The for- 
mer ECW World heavy- 
weight champion is con- 
vinced he can go toe-to-toe 
with anyone in the federa- 
tion—including Big Show. 
“Once you take out a leg, 
even the biggest man is 
helpless,” he told me recently. 
“I'm ready to teach those pre- 
tenders what being extreme 
really means.” 

Two-time former WCW TV 
champion Ultimo Dragon offi- 
cially announced his retirement 
at a press conference held in 
Tokyo this fall. After elbow 
surgery left his right arm virtually 
useless for wrestling purposes, 
Dragon valiantly struggled to 
rehab the arm, but the arm didn’t 
respond as he had hoped. We 
wish him well in all his future 
endeavors. 

It didn’t take long for Sand- 
man to rekindle old feuds after 
returning to ECW. At November 
to Remember, Tommy Dreamer 
teamed with Sandman and 
Raven to face Lance Storm, 


| Justin Credible, and Rhino. 


Raven refused to help Sandman 
as he was being brutalized late 
in the match, and stood only feet 
away from Sandman as he 
received a Justin Credible 
piledriver—a maneuver that led 
to Credible’s winning pinfall over 
the former Hak. 

Will Raven ever realize that 
with Sandman and Dreamer by 
his side, he could rule ECW, but 
without them, he’s going to have 

(Continued on page 71) 
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with Will 


Welsh 


HO IS HARDCORE? Is it 
\\fir individual who hurls 

himself through tables 
and dives off 15-foot balconies? Is 
it the individual who takes a staple 
gun to someone’s head, then 
brags about the heinous act? Or is 
it the individual who walks to the 
ring with a myriad injuries and 
consistently fights the battles that 
only a few would undertake? 

Who is hardcore? Let's find out. 

Tommy Dreamer is hardcore. 
Dreamer continues to defy his doc- 
tors by wrestling guys like Justin 
Credible and Lance Storm with two 
herniated disks in his.back—an 
injury, | dare say, that would prob- 
ably keep me away from my cushy 
and impact-free office job in the 
hotbed of professional wrestling 
journalism: Ambler, Pennsylvania. 
But then again, I’m not hardcore. 
Dreamer is. 

Mankind is hardcore. No expla- 
nation necessary. 

Chris Benoit is hardcore. Look 
at his matches. Is there any other 
wrestler who exhibits so much 
intensity? | don’t think so. When 
Benoit wrestles, he leaves every 
ounce of sweat and determination 
that is found within his 5°10”, 218- 
pound frame in the ring. It’s one of 
the reasons that Bret Hart has 
decided to take “The Wolverine” 
under his wing. And speaking of 
Bret Hart ... 
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toughest athletes. It doesn’t matter with whom Benoit is in the ring, because “The 
Canadian Crippler” never goes at anything less than full speed. 


Bret Hart is hardcore. Two 
years ago, | might have consid- 
ered Hart hardcore, but | can’t 
guarantee that | would have. Like 
Benoit, Hart gives his all in every 
one of his matches, but there is 
more to him than that. Hart has 


been able to continue his career 
after suffering the indignity of 
Survivor Series '97 and the loss of 
his brother Owen—two setbacks 
that would have destroyed most 
men. Hart rebounded when he 

(Continued on page 74) 
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dlin’ superfly, the one and only Grand- 
master Sexy!” 

By the time Brian Christopher got out 
those last few words, his face was beet- 
red, and his gum-chomping pace had hit 50 
chews per minute. He placed particular 
emphasis on “Sexy.” Before Christopher 
was through, it sounded like a four-syllable 
word. It was more like “Sex-a-eh-eee!” 

| was, however, very happy to see Brian 
Christopher at the Smackdown taping. He had 
been on the sidelines for almost a year, recov- 
ering from a torn anterior cruciate ligament 
and other complications with his knee. The 
injury occurred at an inopportune time, just as 
Christopher and his tag team Frayne Scott 
Taylor, were gaining momen- : 
tum in the WWF. Their undeni- 
able talent had finally put them 
in the always-competitive race 
for the World tag team title. 

In a desperate attempt to 
capture fan interest, Chris- 
topher and Taylor—previous- 
ly known as Too Much—had 
revamped their image for 
something more urban. Too 
Much became Too Cool. 

“Me and my homey, Scotty 
Too Hotty, won't give you no 
baloney!" exclaimed Chris- 
topher. “We from the righteous 
skreets of Memphis, just 
hangin’ in the hooooood, livin’ 
la vida loca with the bloods!” 

After dominating the USWA 
for almost a decade, Chris- 
topher entered the WWF in 
late-1997 to compete in its newly formed 
light heavyweight division. As it turned out, 
Christopher and light heavyweight champ 
Taka Michinoku were the division's only full- 
time competitors. The result? Michinoku 
beat Christopher dozens of times. “Too 
Sexy” couldn’t get any traction at all. 

But Christopher did emerge victorious in 
several matches against Scott Taylor. Back 
then, Taylor was just another bland up-and- 
comer, although THE WRESTLER did favor- 
ably compare him to former WWF World 
champion Shawn Michaels. Ironically, 
Christopher proclaimed himself “Shawn 
Michaels ... only better” in a Wrestle 
America story at about the same time. 

So what happened to all that potential? 
Christopher had to know his career was 


¢ | 'M YOUR PUFF DADDY, skreet-ped- 





Christopher: too much Too Cool? 


going wildly off course at the time of his 
injury. | thought all those months of grueling 
rehabilitation would have given Christopher 
time to reconsider his career direction. 

“What's there to think about, Mac-Daddy, 
way too skinny not too fatty?” Grandmaster 
Sexy asked incredulously. “Me and my bros 
spent some time chillin’, that’s all. Make no 
mistake about it: B.C., the original Grand- 
mastah, is da bomb. Gimme the props, 
homes.” 

Consider Christopher's shenanigans dur- 
ing a recent Power Pro Wrestling show | 
attended at the WMC-TV studios in 
Memphis. The camera crew caught up with 
Christopher in the parking lot. He claimed 
to have brought a van full of fans to the 
ess DUIIding. Apparently, they 
were members of his fan 
club, and they had bought a 
section of bleachers in the 
studio. 

As the fans chanted his 
name (who are these peo- 
ple, anyway?!), Christopher 
announced that for only 
$99.95, fans could order his 
action figure, beanie figure, 
photo card, and a lock of 
his hair. To commemorate 
Brian Christopher Day, he 
presented a clock (with his 
face on it) to someone he 
deemed Fan of the Year. 

| felt nauseated. Chris- 
topher had learned nothing 
about mortality, humility, or 
good taste during his long 
layoff. He was incorrigible. 

Suddenly, Doug Gilbert ran into the park- 
ing lot and attacked Christopher. Then Gilbert 
smashed the clock over the cuckoo’s head. 

That altercation set up a Christopher- 
Gilbert main event. Instead of giving a good- 
faith effort in the contest, Christopher relied 
on the interference of Spellbinder. Gilbert was 
climbing to the top rope when Spellbinder, 
dressed as a fan, threw him off. Gilbert 
received the disqualification victory. Then 
Christopher and Spellbinder hanged Gilbert 
over the top rope. Thank goodness Tommy 
Rich saved Gilbert from further harm. 

It doesn’t matter whether Christopher is 
struttin’ as Grandmaster Sexy or acting 
shamelessly in front of a hometown crowd. 
Christopher is a jerk, regardless of the 
packaging. 0 
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Thumbs Up to Scott Hall. Apparently not at all affected by a long layoff, Hall 
bounded back into action by not only beating Sid Vicious in a WCW World 
title tournament match, but taking advantage of interference by his good 
buddy Kevin Nash to win the WCW U.S. title. We're not condoning Nash’s 
actions, and we realize Bret Hart probably would have walked out of the 
arena with the title if the match had been conducted fairly, but Hall deserves 
credit for coming back so strongly after his aes and re- apr sis himself 
as one of the top big men in the federa- 
tion. Now if he’d only play fair. 


Thumbs Up to Vader. Vader in tears? Who would ever have believed it? After all, 
this was the guy who once went on a one-man rampage through WCW, power-bomb-, 
ing anyone who dared get in his way. But Vader shed a tear or two after winning his 
second All-Japan Triple Crown championship by pinning Mitsuharu Misawa in 
Tokyo. “Winning the Triple Crown a second time is probably the highlight of my 
career,” Vader said. It was a spectacular achievement for Vader, who, with two Triple 
Crowns and three WCW World heavyweight 
titles to his credit, has to go down in history as 
one of the all-time greats. 





Thumbs Up to Bret Hart. Wrestling is a sport of redeeming features, and Bret 
Hart has done a lot lately to redeem himself with the fans. Perhaps his most 
impressive performance of recent months came at Nitro, when he defeated 
U.S. champion Bill Goldberg. Hart had ever reason to bow out. He had every 
reason to lose. After all, he was hobbled by a hairline fracture in his shin. But 
Bret, who is looking more and more like the “Hitman” of old, handed 


Goldberg the second pinfall loss of his 
career. Perhaps now Hart will stop count- 
ing on interference and go back to win- 
ning the old-fashioned way. 





Thumbs Up to Al Snow. Pretty unbelievable. At one edition of Smackdown, 
Snow went beyond the call of duty when he handed Mankind Mr: Socko so 
that he could finish off Val Venis. A few weeks later, Mankind and Snow 
combined to win the WWF World tag team title. Snow, a former WWE hard- 
core champion, has been doing a lot of winning lately, and we’re glad to 
report that he’s doing it the right way. We always knew Snow had a lot of tal- 
ent. When he came up with that Head gimmick, we were embarrassed for 
him. Heck, we’re still embarrassed for him! But there’s no doubt about it: 
Snow can wrestle. 
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Thumbs Down to Raven. The old “fool me once, shame on you, fool me 
twice, shame on me” adage never seemed more apt than when Raven cost 
Tommy Dreamer and The Sandman, his teammates, a victory in the main 
event at ECW’s November to Remember pay-per-view. Raven, Sandman’s 
former arch-rival, had made as if he wanted to mend fences with Sandman, 
but those fences came crashing down when Raven embarrassed Sandman dur- 
ing the prematch introductions, then refused to accept tags from both men 
during the match. The message from 
Raven has always been clear. Now it’s 
clearer: He can’t be trusted. 


Thumbs Down to Jeff Jarrett. A jerk in any other federation is still a jerk. Jeff 
Jarrett wasn’t the brightest light in the WWF, and he isn’t the brightest light in 
WCW, either. When Madusa took on Chris Benoit in a mixed match during the 
WCW World heavyweight title tournament, Jarrett came out and told Madusa that, 
unlike what occasionally happens in the WWF, men don’t fight women in WCW. 
Madusa, rightfully angered by Jarrett’s interference and stupid remark, attacked 
Jarrett, which resulted in her losing her 
match. We have news for you, “Double-J.” 
This is the 21st century, and women can do 
whatever they want to do! 





Thumbs Down to Big Bossman. As the Bossman continued to save his WWF 
hardcore title by piling up disqualification losses against “Big Show” Paul Wight, 
he also showed himself to be a insensitive moron by making fun of Wight’s late 
father. Perhaps that’s exactly what Bossman wants to do; by constantly losing to 
Wight by DQ and making fun of a dead man, he’s getting more heat from the fans 
than ever before. They really do hate him, and why shouldn’t they? But we have a 


better idea for the fans: If you really want to 
get back at Bossman, ignore him. You 
know, you do have the right to remain silent 
when he does stupid things. 





Thumbs Down to Jake Roberts. Another month of men behaving badly winds 
up with Jake “The Snake” Roberts, who not only embarrassed himself, but 
embarrassed the sport with his appearance at the Heroes of Wrestling pay-per- 
view. When his match started, Roberts used Damien—his pet snake—to make 
lewd gestures. As the night wore on, Roberts gave fans reason to question 
whether he was even in any condition to wrestle. Perhaps Roberts thinks that 
anything goes in wrestling today, what with the WWF’s Val Venis’ and The 
Godfather’s risque antics, but that’s not true: Everything does not go. There is a 
line somewhere. Roberts obliterated it. 
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Buffalo, NY (Correspondeni— 


Rick Eschman): ECW World 
champ Mike Awesome was victori- 
ous in his first title defense on pay- 
per-view, but as expected, it 
was a hard-fought battle with 
top contender Masato Tana- 
ka. The two men punished 
each other with an assort- 
ment of suplexes, power 
bombs, and chair shots. The 
champ showed off his awe- 
some skills by nailing Ta- 
naka with his running dive 
over the top rope, which he 
followed up with a spring- 
board plancha over the 
guard rail. Awesome then 
repeatedly whacked Tanaka 
in the head with a chair, but 
Tanaka somehow regained 
his strength and took over 
on offense. 

Back in the ring, Tanaka 
reinforced his top-rope elbow- 
drop with a chair to daze —& 
Awesome, then added anoth- / ™ 
er shot with the chair. He went 


Photo by George Tahinos 





Guido beat Nova ... Jerry Lynn 
defeated Yoshihiro Tajiri and Super 
Crazy in a three-way match ... 
Sabu beat Chris Candido ... Vito 





It was Show's second world title win; 
he held the WCW World title in 
1996, his rookie year. 
This match was a three-way 
» bout against The Rock and the 
| champ, Triple-H. Rock and 
= Triple-H tried to double-team 
Big Show at the outset, but 
Show turned back their attack, 
then sent both men reeling with 
headbutts. Rock and Helmsley 
| were finally able to upend Big 
Show by using a double- 
clothesline to send him over the 
| top rope. While outside the ring, 
The Rock threw Show into the 
=) cornerpost to further injure him. 
Big Show then climbed back 
= into the ring and attempted a 
) running elbow to Helmsley’s 
head, but Triple-H moved. The 


se, Rock took advantage of this 
ye © ies 


ge = “atu? 

a a 
pa ; 
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™ mistake by executing a side 
Russian legsweep and a peo- 
ple’s elbow. Rock tried for a 
quick pinfall, but Show kicked 
out. Soon after that, Show 
recovered sufficiently to nail 


on to attempt a tornado DDT, 
but Awesome turned that into 
a power bomb. 

Later, Tanaka superplexed 


ECW World champ Mike Awesome came at challenger 
Masato Tanaka from all angles with a chair at 
November to Remember. Tanaka withstood numerous 
shots to the head from Awesome, but later succumbed 
to several power bombs. 


Rock with a sidewalk slam. 

With Rock down, Big Show 
battled Triple-H back to the 
entrance way. Rock didn’t stay 


Awesome through a table before 
executing his diamond dust, which 
led to a pinfall attempt. But he 
couldn't keep Awesome down even 
after delivering a rolling elbow. 
Awesome rallied and gave Tanaka a 
German suplex and a splash from 
the top rope. Finally, with Tanaka 
groggy, Awesome nailed his 
Awesome bomb to get the win. 

In other bouts: Spike Dudley 
beat Simon Diamond ... Little 
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Lograsso, Tony DeVito, P.N. News, 
& Spanish Angel beat New Jack, 
Ax! Rotten, & Mahoney ... ECW TV 
champ Rob Van Dam defeated Taz 
... Justin Credible, Lance Storm, & 
Rhino beat The Sandman, Raven, 
& Tommy Dreamer. 


Detroit, MI (Correspondent— 
Will Welsh): The Big Show finally 
lived up to his name by winning the 
WWF World title at Survivor Series. 


down long, though, and leveled 
Show with a clothesline before 
putting Helmsley through a table. 
Then, after spraying Show with a fire 
extinguisher, he suplexed Helmsley 
onto the arena floor. 

As all three made their way back 
to the ring, The Rock picked up the 
World title belt and whacked Show. 
That give him and Triple-H a chance 
to slam Show through the Spanish 
announcers’ table. Back in the ring, 


The Rock accidentally hit 
the referee before nailing 
Triple-H with a Rock bot- 
tom. The Rock went for 
the pin, but by the time 
Shane McMahon ran in 
to make the count, Triple- 
H kicked out. Rock exe- 
cuted another Rock bot- 
tom on Helmsley, but 
Show pulled Shane out of 
the ring, thus stopping 
the count. Rock then 
went after Big Show on 
the outside as Helmsley 
gave Shane a pedigree. 

Soon after the rest of 
DX came to ringside, 
Vince McMahon came 
out and nailed Helmsley 
with the title belt, dazing FF 
him long enough for Big | 
Show to choke-slam him 
and pin him. 

In other bouts: The 
Godfather, D-Lo Brown, 
& The Headbangers beat 
The Dudley Boyz & The 
Acolytes ... Kurt Angle defeated 
Shawn Stasiak ... Val Venis, Mark 
Henry, Gangrel, & Steve Black- 
man beat Davey Boy Smith & The 
Mean Street Posse ... Tori, Debra, 
Fabulous Moolah, & Mae Young 
beat Ivory, Jacquelyn, Luna, & 
Terri Runnels ... Kane defeated X- 
Pac by disqualification ... The Big 
Show beat Big Bossman, Prince 
Albert, Viscera, & Midian ... WWF 
World tag team champs Billy Gunn 
& Jesse James defeated Al Snow 
& Mankind ... WWF Intercon- 
tinental champ Chyna beat Chris 
Jericho ... Crash & Bob Holly & 
Too Cool defeated Matt & Jeff 
Hardy & Edge & Christian. 


Hamburg, PA (Correspon- 
dent—Timothy A. Walker): The 
main event of this Pennsylvania 
Championship Wrestling card was 
a wild 10-man tag team match pit- 
ting Boogie Woogie Brown, Jimi V, 
Blue Meanie, Flash Flanagan, and 
Cheetah Master against Michael 
Modest, Ty Street, Ground Zero, 
and Mean Street Posse members 





Mean Street Posse member Rodney chokes The Blue Meanie 
outside the ring during a 10-man PCW tag team match. As 
these two battled at ringside, one of Meanie’s partners, Boogie 
Woogie Brown, pinned Ty Street. 


Rodney and Pete Gas. Modest's 
team was managed by Judd the 
Stud, who had been reinstated 
earlier that night after being sus- 
pended for several months by pro- 
moter Blaine DeSantis. 

There were a lot of personal 
issues at stake in this match, 
especially for Brown and Cheetah. 
Brown has feuded with Judd’s 
PCW stable for two-plus years, 
while Cheetah had a score to even 
with Modest. Earlier on the card, 
Modest managed to beat him by 
countout, but only after Street, 
Ground Zero, and The Mean 
Street Posse attacked Cheetah 
outside the ring and prevented him 
from re-entering. 

As expected, the referee had 
his hands full in controlling this 
match, which quickly degenerated 
into a brawl. Meanie looked like he 
had an advantage over Rodney 
and Pete Gas at one point, but the 
Posse members double-teamed 
him until his partners rescued him. 
Flanagan also squared off with the 
Posse for a while, as he and 


Rodney brawled outside 
the ring. As this was 
happening, Brown went 
after Ground Zero, and 
the two biggest men in 
the match traded big 
blows while Cheetah 
pounded on Modest. 

Although he was the 
| smallest wrestler in the 
ring, Jimi V held his own 
against his larger oppo- 
nents and caught 
=~) Modest and Ty Street 
off-guard with several 
well-timed moves. Even- 
tually, Modest, Ground 
Zero, Rodney, and Pete 
Gas were all fighting 
outside the ring with 
Meanie, Cheetah, Jimi 
V, and Flanagan. This 
left only Street and 
Brown inside the ring. 
Brown used his size and 
power to knock Street 
off his feet and followed 
with a big splash off the 
ropes to get the pinfall win for his 
team. 

In other bouts: /n the Giorgio 
Foods tag team tournament, quar- 
terfinals: J.J. Johnson & Vincent 
Goodnite defeated Mozart Fontaine 
& Nick Mondo ... Jason Lee & Joe 
E. Legend defeated Boogie Woogie 
Brown & Jimi V when Kodiak Bear 
interfered ... Ty Street & Ground 
Zero beat Flash Flanagan & Boogie 
Woogie Brown ... Cody Hawk & 
Race Steel defeated Kodiak Bear & 
Jay Love ... Semifinals: Johnson & 
Goodnite beat Street & Zero .:. Lee 
& Legend defeated Hawk & Steel ... 
Finals: Lee & Legend beat Johnson 
& Goodnite ... In other bouts: Scott 
Furie pinned PCW Americas champ 
Mr. Ooh La La for the title ... The 
Blue Meanie pinned Eddie Valentine 
... Michael Modest beat Cheetah 
Master by countout. O 


Send your reports to: 
CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, 





Box 1148, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
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Q: “I have a question for Chris 





Jericho. Chris, I’m really glad 
you're in the WWF, but how 
come you’re targeting Chyna? 
Shouldn’t you be more concerned 
with winning the World title?” — 
Kathleen Foley, Bridgeport, CT 

“Kathleen, winning the WWF 
title is a forgone conclusion for 
someone as talented as myself,” 
Jericho explained. “The bigger 


Before Chris Jericho 
Saves the WWF, he 
must first save himself 


from Chyna, who has 
manhandled Y2J at will. 
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picture, however, is saving the 
WWF from itself. It’s my mis- 
sion, the very reason Y2J came 
to the WWF in the first place. 
Have you seen Chyna’s match- 
es since she won the Inter- 
continental title? The ratings 
for her segments indicate that 
you’re probably the only 
wrestling fan who has. I’m very 
sorry, but it’s clear to me that 
nobody wants to see a female 
Intercontinental champion. It’s 
a joke. It’s ratings death. I 
mean, not only is Chyna a 
female, but she’s slow, unath- 
letic, and quite frankly, a bore 
to watch. Believe me, Kathleen, 
the only way for Chyna to save 
her career is to latch on to a 
long-term feud with Y2J, The 
fans, and Chyna, will thank me 
later. Trust me on that one.” 

“With the relationship between 
ECW World tag team champions 
Tommy Dreamer and Raven ten- 
uous at best, I would like to ask 
Dawn Marie how she intends to 
help The Impact Players take 
advantage of the situation.”— 
Zach Stiel, Downingtown, PA 

“J know everybody thinks I’m 
all beauty and no brains, but I 
actually have the perfect answer 
for this one,” Dawn said. 
“Actually, I always come up 
with brilliant answers, ’cause 
I’m really smart. I devised a 
plan for when they wrestle each 
other. Here goes: The one thing 








' Dawn Marie does more at ringside 


than look good. She has devised 
a strategy to help Lance Storm 
and Justin Credible win the ECW 
World tag team title. She says It’s. 
the perfect strategy. 


that my Lance and Justin must 
remember to do when they 
wrestle these guys is to keep 
Tommy Dreamer in the ring as 
much as possible, because 
Dreamer is always injured. I 
know that because we’re injur- 
ing him all the time. If Lance 
and Justin can isolate Tommy, 
they have a better chance of 
winning. I mean, like, a lot bet- 
ter. Besides, there is no guaran- 
tee that Raven will make the 
save for Tommy, because they 
hate each other. Did you know 

(Continued on page 75) 


We are now accepting reservations for the 2000 PW/ 
Almanac And Book Of Facts! Just subscribe to Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, and as a bonus, we'll make sure you 
get your copy of the PW! Almanac as soon as it is available 
in March! The 1999 edition was a complete sellout and 
we're busy making sure the 2000 edition is the best ever: 
More wrestler stats and title histories than ever before ... 
PPV results ... A complete review of 1999 ... In all, 228 
pages of vital wrestling information. This $5.95 value is 
yours FREE with a paid subscription to PW// But please be 
patient. Remember, it won't be ready until March! 


SUBSCRIBE TO PWI TODAY AND RECEIVE ... 

* 13 issues a year (that’s one every four weeks!) 

» Up to 25% off the newsstand price 

* Four special 100-page issues, including the “Year-End 
Achievement Awards,” “PW 500,” ‘The PW/ Poll,” and 
“Supercards” issues. 

* Speedy delivery right to your home 

* Your reservation for the 2000 PWI Almanac And Book 
Of Facts 


EXCLUSIVE PWi FEATURES 

PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- 
able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through the 
dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent full- 
color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling action at its 
best, PWI includes exclusive features you can't get any- 
where else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” ... Brandi 
Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial “Off The Top Rope’ ... 
An incisive “Press Conference” with one of the sport’s top 
stars ... Extensive “Ratings” ... Monthly columns by Stu 
Saks, Dave Lenker, Dave Rosenbaum, Frank Krewda, Will 
Welsh, and Harry Burkett. And don't forget: Your subscrip- 
tion to PWI includes the four spectacular 100-page issues, 
priced at $4.95 on the newsstand (if you can find them!). 





w Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED 


QO) | am enclosing $37.00 for a 13-issue subscription—a 
20% savings off the newsstand price! 

QO) 1am enclosing $64.80 for a 26-issue subscription—a full 
30% savings off the newsstand rate! 

QO | wish to reserve the 2000 PWI Wrestling Almanac as a 
bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 to 
cover postage and handling 

O | would like to reserve the 2000 PWI Almanac only and 
have enclosed $7 as payment in full 


Please indicate method of payment: 
O) Check or money order (enclosed and payable to 
London Publishing Co.) 


O VISA# 


O MasterCard # 
Expiration Date: /_ 
MO/YR 
Signature: 
Send to: London Publishing Co. 
P.O. Box 2021, Dept. 9 
Marion, OH 43306-8121 


NAME 
ADDRESS APT, 
CITY STATE ZIP 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: $47.40 
for 13 issues ($69.50 airmail); $85.60 for 26 issues ($129.80 airmail). 
International money order in U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. 
Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 
Please note that the 2000 PWI Almanac will not be mailed to you until 
March 2000. 
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By Frank Krewda 


Cc YNDI LYNCH USED to 
watch Tommy Rich and 
The Freebirds wrestle on 
cable-TV when she was a little 
girl. She also saw King Kong 
Bundy and Hulk Hogan go at it at 
WrestleMania II. But as riveted 
as young Cyndi was to her 
wrestling heroes, Lynch never 
felt the desire to emulate their 
exploits. The last place she ever 
expected to find herself was on 
the wrong side of a bodysplash 
from someone like the 500-plus- 
pound Viscera. 

But that’s exactly where 
Lynch, better known as Bobcat, 
ended up on a recent episode of 
Raw Is War. 

Welcome to the big leagues, 
Cyndi. 

Dressed as one of The God- 
father’s hos, Bobcat, 28, was left 
writhing in pain and learned a 
very hard lesson about getting 
involved in WWF matches: Don’t 
do it. Especially if your foe out- 
weighs you by about 400 
pounds. 

Regardless of the assault, 
though, it’s unlikely Bobcat will 
heed Viscera’s advice. Not only 
is she confident in her ability to 
defeat men (well-founded confi- 
dence, as Bobcat has defeated 
several male wrestlers on the 
independent circuit), but she has 
an insatiable appetite for action. 
In fact, it was her desire to get 
involved that led her to the wres- 
tling business, and, more specifi- 
cally, the wrestling ring. 

Bobcat started her wrestling 
career as a valet in December 
1996, managing Northeast inde- 
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BOBCAT 








_ Sure, she’s easy on the eyes, but 
there’s more to Bobcat than just good 
looks. Now, with a WWF contract, this 
valet-turned-competitor wants to show 
the wrestling world what she can do 











pendent luminaries such as Rik 
Ratchet, Inferno Kid, and Steve 
Corino, but soon grew bored with 
her passive role in their careers. 
Within months, she was compet- 
ing in mixed tag matches with 
and against these guys and 
other indy wrestlers. With noted 
trainers Axl Rotten, Corporal 
Punishment, and Mark “The 
Shark” Shrader guiding her 
career, the admittedly “sneaky 
and underhanded” Bobcat found 
no shortage of people who were 
willing to meet her in the ring. 

Bobcat lost her debut singles 
match vs. Sweet Destiny (a.k.a. 
Little Jeanie) in February 1998, 
but her penchant for getting into 
trouble quickly led to feuds with 
Angelica (a.k.a. Miss Con- 
geniality), Dawn Marie, Kevin 
Knight, and fellow manager 
Donnie B. 

“At times, Donnie B, Kevin 
Knight, and myself see eye-to- 
eye,” Bobcat says. “But things 
aren't always peaceful. There's a 
lot of times when we hate each 
other’s guts, and you know what, 
things can get real ugly real 
fast.” 

At the root of their problems is 
the fact that Bobcat pinned 
Knight to win his NWA junior 
heavyweight title during a mixed 
tag match last June, a feat that 
shocked just about everyone ... 
but Bobcat. 

“| don’t know what the big deal 
is,” she complained. “It’s not as if 
| never won anything before. | 
was a Star right wing for the 
lronbound Girls hockey team in 
Newark, New Jersey. | played 
right wing for three years. | don’t 
know any other valet who could 
do that.” 

One very important person 
who was impressed by her 
toughness was WWF talent de- 
velopment guru Tom Prichard. 
He signed Bobcat to a develop- 
mental contract with the federa- 
tion last July and has become 
her full-time trainer. Since then, 
Bobcat has been splitting time 





You might not be able to tell from this photo, but Bobcat does possess solid 


wrestling skills. She hopes to make a big impact in the WWF as a wrestler. 


among the WWF and various 
Eastern indies. 

“Tom Prichard has taught me 
more about wrestling than any- 
one,” says the 5'8”, 128-pound 
bombshell. “With his help, I'm 
gonna prove that | am good 
enough to stick around this busi- 
ness for a long time. It doesn't 
matter who | have to beat or 
what | have to do to prove it.” 

Incidentally, another Prichard 
trainee who was offered a devel- 
opmental deal around the same 
time as Bobcat was none other 


than arch-rival Angelica. Can 
fans expect the fireworks to 
resume now that these sworn 
enemies have graduated to the 
WWF? 

“If | have to kick Angelica’s 
[butt] to prove myself in the 
WWF, then | will,” said Bobcat. 
“But my first goal is to get estab- 
lished.” 

In a sense, she already is. 
After all, any woman who can 
endure Viscera’s splash and live 
to tell about it is miles ahead of 
the game. Oo 
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HEN BOB “HARDCORE” HOLLY 

introduced his cousin Crash to the 

WWF, the two of them looked more 
like the participants in the federation’s newest 
feud than one of its elite tag teams. But on 
October 18, the Hollys took advantage of 
Mankina’s refusal to team with The Rock, as 
well as “Triple-H’s” interference, and captured 
the World tag team title. 

Teaming with Crash has been the latest 
step in Bob Holly’s quest for respect. After his 
respectable showing in the “Brawl For All” 
against former partner and eventual tourna- 
ment winner Bart Gunn in 1998, Holly adopted 
the “Hardcore” moniker and established him- 
self as a force in that division. Then Holly 
moved to the super heavyweight division, usu- 
ally ending up on the losing end of matches 
against wrestlers such as Kane and The Big 
Show. Despite the losses, Holly grudgingly 
earned the admiration of the federation’s big 
men. 

With Crash at his side, Hardcore has carried 
his battle for respect into the tag team division, 
this despite the Hollys' penchant for battling 
each other. Despite having to face the most 
ferocious tag competition in the WWF in years, 
Hardcore and Crash have thus far managed to 
keep their personal disputes under wraps 
enough to thrive. 

Senior Writer Dan Murphy scheduled an 
interview with the Hollys prior to a recent edi- 
tion of Raw. When he arrived in the locker 
room, Murphy found only Hardcore Holly—and 
the Hollys’ ever-present scale. 


\ 
ré Holly goes for the pin on 
Dogg” Jesse James, and says 
acy 1 ‘e on any comers in the 
s he’s ready. — 


: Hey, Bob. What’s with the 


scale? And where’s Crash? This 
was supposed to be an interview 
with both of the fighting Holly 
cousins. Did you guys have 
another fight or something? 


: First of all, I am to be re- 


ferred to as Hardcore from 
now on, not Bob. Understood, 
Don? Second of all, I agreed 
to do this interview with a 
super heavyweight reporter, 
and you look like a light- 
weight to me. If you want me 
to answer any questions, you 
best step up on the scale here 
and prove your worth. And as 
for Crash, I haven’t seen him 
all day, so I guess you’re going 
to have to settle for a one-on- 
one with Hardcore; that is, if 
you make weight. (Holly sets 
down the scale and makes sure 
it’s properly calibrated. When 
he finishes, he gestures for 
Murphy to step onto the scale.) 


: You’re joking. You really want 


me to weigh in for an inter- 
view? It doesn’t make any 
sense. What difference does it 


don’t have to strip down to 
your skivvies or anything. Pll 
just subtract about seven 
pounds for your jeans, shirt, 
and Payless sneakers. 

Q: Thanks. (Murphy steps onto the 


ey 





scale as Hardcore carefully 
checks his weight.) Well, do I 
qualify as a super heavyweight? 


: It says 211 pounds, so I’d say 


you weigh about 204. You’d 
barely be a flyweight in the 








Hardcore and Crash may be teammates, but It seems as if a feud between the 
two is about to break out at any moment. 


make how much I weigh? 
A: I don’t have all day. You 
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wrestling ring, but I’ve seen 
some of the scrawny twerps 
who call themselves reporters, 
so I guess I can consider you a 
heavyweight reporter for our 
purposes. If you were less 
than 200 pounds, I’d have to 
get hardcore all over your tail. 
Maybe you should buy your- 
self a few slices of pizza with 
extra cheese and pepperoni 
when we get done, though. 
Okay, how *bout we get down 
to the actual interview here? I 
guess congratulations are in 
order since you and your cousin 
did manage to win the WWF 
World tag team title, albeit 
under dubious circumstances. 
And you were only champions 
for about two weeks, so ... 
Let’s start with that ridicu- 
lous comment about dubious 
circumstances. Dubious cir- 
cumstances? Is it our fault 
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ma Holly (left) and Crash (below, both vs. James) may not tip the scales 
_ at 800 pounds, as they continue to claim, but they're both willing to 
__ take on the biggest teams the WWF has to offer. 





that Mankind and The Rock 
couldn’t keep their heads on 
straight long enough to lose to 
us fair and square and show 
that they are an inferior tag 
team? Is it our fault The Rock 
makes so many enemies that 
“Triple-H” couldn’t control 
himself and got involved in 
our match? The Hollys are the 
WWF’s first-ever hardcore 
tag team champions. It does- 
n’t matter if you put us in 
there against Mankind and 
The Rock, The Big Show and 
The Undertaker, The New Age 
Outlaws, or any other team in 
the WWF. Hardcore and 
Crash are the true super heavy- 
weights. As for that comment 
about us losing the belts, I’ll 
have you know that we 
weren’t given more than a few 





minutes notice that we’d be 
wrestling Al Snow and 
Mankind at Smackdown that 
night. Does that sound fair? 


: No, not if you’re telling me the 


truth about it. But your credibil- 
ity is lacking when you cousins 
bill yourselves at a combined 
weight of over 800 pounds. 
Even the ring announcer says 
you allegedly weigh more than 
800 pounds. 


: If Crash were here, we’d both 


step on that there scale and 
prove it to you. Muscle weighs 
a lot more than fat, and Crash 
and I are 100 percent muscle. 


: What I want to know is how the 


two of you will continue to 
function as a tag team. It seems 
like you’re both on the verge of 
brawling with each other even 
when you’re winning, and there 


was another blowup after you 
lost the belts to Al Snow and 
Mankind. 

Crash and I have tussled ever 
since we were little kids at 
family parties at Grandma’s 
house. You should have seen 
us. You’d have all the Holly 
uncles and cousins playing 
football in the street on 
Thanksgiving, and Crash and 
I would be bodyslamming 
each other off the back porch. 
Then when we were done, 
we’d join in on the football 
game and show the rest of the 
family what tackle football is 
all about. You ever try tack- 
ling a super heavyweight? You 
want to try it right here? 


: Uh, my family always played 


touch football at get-togethers. 


A: So did the Hollys—until Crash 


and I started playing. 


: There’s a lot of tough competi- 


tion in the tag team ranks these 
days. Now that you and Crash 
have established yourselves as 
one of the top teams in the 
WWE, are you going to alter 
your style at all? Maybe cut 
down on some of the high-risk 
hardcore stuff, or perhaps get a 
manager? You don’t really need 
to prove yourselves. 

Now why in blazes would we 
do that? The Holly cousins 
have never needed anyone to 
watch our backs, and we cer- 
tainly don’t back away from 
an all-out brawl. We welcome 
that kind of thing. We proved 
how tough we are. Bring ’em 
all on, at the same time if they 
like. Let’s get the Hollys, 
Christian and Edge, The 
Hardy Boyz, The New Age 
Outlaws, The Headbangers, 
Snow and Mankind, The 
Dudley Boyz, and The Aco- 
lytes—put us all in a steel cage 
with the belts on the line, and 
let the best team claim the 
prize. We all know it would be 
Hardcore Holly walking out of 
that cage. 


Q: What about Crash? 








Use of weapons such as cookie sheets (here vs. Al Snow) is just one reason why 
Holly calls himself hardcore. 


A: 


© 


Oh, I’d carry him out with 
me. (Looking at his watch) I 
told that kid to be here at 4 
o’clock sharp today. I don’t 
know where he could be. 

I realize you want to challenge 
the super heavyweights of the 
WWF, but so far your most per- 
sistent challengers have been 
smaller, high-flying teams like 
Edge and Christian and The 
Hardy Boyz, and those teams 
seem to have caught you and 
Crash off-guard at times. Do 
you think your obsession with 
the big guys might make the 
Hollys susceptible to losses to 
smaller teams in the future? 


: Not at all. See, with the Hollys, 


every match is a super heavy- 
weight match, because we are 
the super heavyweights. We 
don’t have to change our style 


Q: 


at all. Crash and I go full- 
force ahead and go hardcore 
regardless of who we’re fac- 
ing, and that’s why we’re the 
top team in the WWF. 

Even though you both seem 
ready to beat each other sense- 
less half the time? 


: That just goes to show how 


tough we are! If Crash can 
come back after getting his 
tail kicked by me, and vice 
versa, we can certainly take 
anything these other teams 
can dish out. Now if you 
excuse me, I’ve got to get 
ready for tonight’s match. 
And if Crash doesn’t get his 
super heavyweight butt here 
soon, you may not even have 
to wait until tonight to see 
Hardcore Holly beating some- 
one down! O 
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LAE WRESTLER PANEL EXAMINES 


Some wrestling experts scoff at 
the notion of a woman holding © 
the WWF Intercontinental title, 

but Chyna proved that she was 

the better man, uh, wrestler, at 
No Mercy when she beat ett 
Jarrett ox win the belt. | 
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CAPT. LOU ALBANO 
“To bed the truth, the Captain has a big prob- 
lem with a woman wearing the Intercontinental 
title belt, but Chyna deserves credit because she 
went out there at No Mercy and pinned a fine 
wrestler in Jeff Jarrett. sil, | don’t see a very 
long title reign in her future. Too much testos- 
terone in the WWF, daddy. There's al so much a 
lady can take, even a woman as fough as Chyna. 
It’s just a matter of time before someone bigger 
and stronger takes her belt.” 


Capt. Lov Albano, “The Guiding Light,” has man- 
aged 13 different tag teams to a record 17 WWF 
World tag titles. 





FABULOUS MOOLAH 
“Let me tell ya somethin’, hon. | get changed in 


the same locker room as Chyna, and I've seen her 
body. There ain't nothing like it. She's got mus- 
des on top of muscles. But you know what, she 
never came sniffin’ around me for a shot at the 
ladies title, because she saw what | did to Ivory. 
Yeah, Chyna’s big and strong, and she’s got a 
mean streak, too. I’ve known her a long time. 
And she has to know that brain power is every bit 
as important as havin’ big muscles.” 


Fabulous Moolah, the finest woman wrestler in histo- 
1, held the World title for more than 28 years. She 
is now a trainer and part-time competitor. 





A ’ m= by 
KILLER KOWALSKI 
“There are few things in this world that make on 
old codger like me smile, but watching Chyna, my 
star pupil, rise to the top of the WWF is one of 
them. The most satisfying thing about watching 
Chyna is knowing that my influence and training 
helped her win an important title. As a wrestler, 
Chyna is more complete than half the men in the 
WWE. She’s meaner, rougher, and smarter, too. | 
can't take all the credit, though. Chyna was a hell 
of an athlete when | met her.” 


Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic rule- 
breakers in the history of the sport, runs a 
wrestling school in Malden, Massachusetts. 





“Most people write Chyna off because she’s a gal, 
but let me tell yox—! admire her heart. You can 
see the Killer's fingerprints on her when she wres- 
tles. She uses her size and temperament to her 
advantage, but I'd like to see her develop some 
skills in the ring other than kicking and punching, 
because she has tremendous natural ability. As 
the champ, she’s bound fo face a stronger and 
faster opponent at some point, but | think she'll 
be able to adjust.” 


Mr. Wrestling II, one of wrestling’s most popular and 
accomplished stars, held many regional tag team 
and singles titles throughout the South. 
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MASSA SAITO 

“I think it is a disgrace that a woman can hold a 
fitle as prestigious as the WWF Intercontinental 
title. During my prime, that title was a status sym- 
bol, a trophy for a very special achievement. | 
think that Vince McMahon should be ashamed for 
letting a woman wear it. As for Jeff Jarrett losing 
the belt, | think his name should be struck from 
the WWF record books. Hopefully a real wrestler 
will win back the belt and restore some dignity to 
that fitle soon.” 





Massa Saito, a former AWA World heavyweight 
and WWF tag team champion, recently retired 
after a 24-year career. 


TED DIBIASE 
“This might sound strange coming from a relative 
old-timer like myself, but | think what Chyna has 
done—becoming the first woman to ever win the 
I-C title—is one heck of an accomplishment. The 
only downside is that she has set an unrealistic 
standard for herself and other women wrestlers in 
the WWF. It’s going to be tough to top this win. In 
fact, the next step can only be winning the World 
title, and I'm not so sure Chyna is ready to take 
that step yet.” 


Ted DiBiase, a three-time WWF World tag team 
champion and one of the sport's most accom- 
plished managers, recently retired from the sport. 
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By Mike Quackenbush 











[Editor’s note: Mike Quacken- 
bush, who has held numerous light 
and junior heavyweight titles 
throughout the Northeast, files 
reports every other month on the life 
of a young wrestler seeking to make 
an impact on the sport. In this issue, 
he confronts wrestling critics who 
contend that professional wrestling 
is no longer suitable programming 
for children. The opinions expressed 
in this column are those of Quacken- 
bush alone and do not necessarily 
reflect the attitudes or opinions of 
THE WRESTLER Staff.] 


URN ON THE nightly news 

or pick up any newspaper 

and you’ll likely find the 
same stories about professional 
wrestling time after time. Journalists 
ranging from the extremely credible 
(like Ted Koppel) to the not-so- 
credible (like Phil Mushnick) are 
crying out, “Wrestling has gone too 
far!” I’ve heard this complaint with 
increasing frequency, and I think 
it’s time this claim is refuted. 

What would prompt someone to 
say wrestling has gone too far? 
Violence, perhaps? If so, it can be 
argued that greater extremes have 
already been reached by movies 
and television. Take A Nightmare 
On Elm Street, for example. How 
many people were killed in that 
movie? How many people have to 
be killed in a movie before it has 
gone too far? A hundred, maybe a 
thousand? Isn’t a good whack from 


Sid's state supports the argument that the violence in professional wrestling has A “ ‘ 
gone too far, but parents need to accept responsibility for what their children @ folding chair considerably less 
watch on TV, argues Mike Quackenbush. violent than murder? In the movies, 
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death is portrayed with alarm- 
ing regularity and treated as if a 
violent end is commonplace and 
acceptable. 

Of course, there is a counter to 
my theory. Critics contend that 
horror movies have an “R” rating 
so kids cannot gain admission to 
them. True, the movies have a rat- 
ing system. But TV programs now 
have them as well, and they are 
posted at the top of each hour of 
programming. 

Yes, wrestling programs are 
violent, much like the movies, 
but at the movies, we expect the 
person selling tickets to monitor 
who is admitted and who is 
refused. It’s easy to put the onus 
on them, to make them responsi- 
ble for what impressionable 
youths are exposed to at the the- 
ater. However, when the same 
responsibility is placed on those 
in the home, no one wants it. 
The fact is, the ratings system 
for television shows is quite 
comprehensive, and it only 
takes a brief glance to determine 
what kind of content each show 
contains. With little more than a 
look, parents can decide what 
shows are appropriate for their 
children. If a parent chooses to 
not glance, or simply allows the 


child to view inappropriate pro- playgrounds, Quackenbush contends. 


gramming, then the question 
must be asked: Has wrestling gone 
too far, or have the parents of these 
children not gone far enough? Far 
enough to take a vested interest in 
what material their children digest, 
that is. 

Is there a difference between 
horror films and professional 
wrestling? Yes, but the similarities 
are striking: Both are forms of 
entertainment, and both involve real 
people. Moreover, violence on the 
screen is every bit as real as vio- 
lence in the ring to a lot of children. 
A decapitation scene in Braveheart 
seems every bit as real as a clip of 
Sabu crashing through a table. But 
given the choice, most people 
would agree that a man flying 
through a table is less violent then a 


man’s head being severed from his 
body. If violence were the real 
issue, witch hunters like Mushnick 
would pursue the film industry with 
the same vigor they persecute 
wrestling. 

Perhaps it’s the language content 
of the shows that prompts critics to 
say that wrestling has gone too far. 
I can’t argue that wrestling doesn’t 
have some vulgarity. I have often 
wondered if Steve Austin could do 
an interview without swearing. The 
sad truth, however, is that vulgar 
words have found a place in the 
popular vernacular. Curse words are 
as common in song lyrics and on 
playgrounds as they are in wrestling 
shows, but at least wrestling shows 
make an occasional effort to bleep 





The dialogue between Steve Austin and Vince McMahon is often colorful and sometimes 
vulgar, but it’s nothing that children do not hear in a lot of the music they listen to or on 


out the offending words. No one is 
censoring the kids on the play- 
ground, and it’s just as easy for a 
child to disregard the parental advi- 
sory sticker on a CD as it is fora 
kid to disregard the language advi- 
sory at the top of each TV episode. 
No one can prevent a child from 
hearing questionable language or 
viewing simulated violence on tele- 
vision or in movies. No one can 
regulate what portions of a wres- 
tling program are suitable for chil- 
dren. No one but you, parents. 
Hollywood will not babysit your 
kids, and neither will the wrestling 
industry. Responsibility for what 
your child sees or hears begins and 
ends with you. And that’s the bot- 


tom line, to borrow a phrase. is 
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JERE JARRETT 





HEN JEFF JARRETT left 

W WCW for the WWF in 

October 1997, he left a bit- 

ter man. On October 20, the night of 

Jarrett’s return to the WWF, he 

directed an angry tirade at his 
former boss Eric Bischoff. 

“Since I wasn’t one of your 
boys,” Jarrett said, “you put a 
lid on my potential. I was only } 
going to go as far as you wanted }} 
me to. There was never, ever, } 
any ladder of success for me to 
climb.” 

Now that he’s back in WCW, 
Jarrett’s not waiting for some- 
one to hand him a ladder; he’s | 
making his own—from the wood 
of shattered guitars. 

The son of long-time Mem- } 
phis promoter Jerry Jarrett, Jeff 
made his pro debut in 1986. 
Over the next seven years, Jeff 
enjoyed tremendous success as a 
staple USWA competitor, and 
the WWF finally took notice in } 
1993, 

Jarrett broke in with the } 
WWE as a country music star, 
but he didn’t make any music 
in the ring until he defeated 
Razor Ramon for the I-C title 
at the 1995 Royal Rumble with 
help from Jesse James (then 
known as The Roadie). Jarrett was 
eventually stripped of the belt, but 
he would win it two more times by 
the year’s end. 
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Despite his success, Jarrett was 
frustrated with his career in the WWF 
and jumped to WCW on October 7, 
1996. Four Horsemen leader Ric 
Flair liked what he saw from Jarrett 





and made him his protege, but the 
other Horsemen refused Jarrett 
entrance into the elite group. This 
snub eventually led to Jarrett's feud 


with Steve McMichael and his subse- 
quent partnership with McMichael’ s 
then-estranged wife, Debra. 

Jarrett returned to the WWF in 
October ’97, and within six months 
had rekindled the hokey 
“Double-J” character. Predic- 
tably, the gimmick failed a sec- 
ond time, and on August 10, 
1998, Jarrett debuted a new 
look. His long, golden locks 
were trimmed to a short crew- 
cut; his flashy outfit was gone, 
and the only reason he brought 
a guitar with him to ringside 
was to use it as a weapon. One 
month later, Jarrett’s makeover 
was completed when he reunit- 
ed with Debra. The partnership 
between the two would pay big 
dividends over the next year, as 
Jarrett won one WWF World 
tag team title (with Owen Hart), 
one European title, and three 
Intercontinental titles with 
Debra by his side. 

Thanks to Jarrett’s increas- 
ingly violent treatment of 
women, the partnership dis- 
solved, and Debra’s contribu- 
tion was especially missed at 
the No Mercy pay-per-view, 
where Chyna upset him for the 
I-C title. 

But, demonstrating his resilience, 
Jarrett showed up at Nitro the follow- 
ing night. And now he turns up 
again—in our “Spotlight.” 


January 1995: Jarrett’s 
first big WWF win came at 
the Royal Rumble, when 
he defeated Razor Ramon 
for the I-C title. Jarrett’s 
attack on Ramon’s knee 
led to a botched Razor’s 
edge and the winning pin. 









October 1987: Jeff Jarrett (pinning 
Curt Hennig) started his wrestling 
career in the USWA, his father, 
Jerry's, promotion. By 1993, the 
year of his WWF debut, he had won 
more than his share of USWA titles. 


May 1997: The 
friendship 
between Jarrett 
and Debra goes 
way back to his 
first stint in WCW. 
Their friendship 
angered Debra’s 
then-husband, 
Steve, and his 
friends the Horse- 
men. 





February 1999: With 
Debra leading the way, 
Jarrett and Owen Hart 
won the WWF World tag 
team title. Jarrett and 
Hart held the belts for 
more than two months. 





October 1999: Jarrett 
had physically assault- 
ed Chyna and other 
women in the WWF 
prior to their match at 
No Mercy. Chyna won 
the title that night, but 
Jeff earned a big pay- 
day and a fresh start in 
WCW one day later. 


a 


October 1999: Unlike he was 
when he made his 1996 
debut, Jarrett hasn’t been 
quite so popular among his 
fellow WCW wrestlers—espe- 
cially Buff Bagwell. On his 
first night back, Jarrett laid 
out Bagwell with a guitar. 
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A OF GREATINES 


Bargain hunters, your time has come! This is the hest cree issue offer 
we've ever made—and the best we're going to make! 
Imagine ... your favorite magazines for less than $1.50 per issue! It's true! 


For a limited time, you can purchase grab bag bargain 
packs containing random issues of Wrestling USA, 
Wrestling Classics, Pro Wrestling Illustrated Annual, Best 
Of The Wrestler, Wrestler Annual, and Sports Review 
Annual, most of which are vintage issues from the 1980s 
and early-’90s. You don’t get to choose the magazines we 
send, but you do choose between a grab bag containing 
12 magazines or a grab bag containing six magazines! 


Sold individually, these magazines would cost $5 apiece. 
For this special offer—and only while supplies last— 
you'll receive either 12 magazines for $16.95 (a savings of 





more than $43!) or six magazines for $12.95 (a savings of 
more than $17!). Postage is included! 


What's the catch? There isn’t one. We will put together the 
bargain packs, and while we'll try to maintain a variety 
(and we'll never repeat an issue in any given pack), we 
cannot allow substitutions or returns. 


So don't delay! This offer is good only while supplies last! 


NO SUBSTITUTIONS, SPECIAL 
REQUESTS, OR RETURNS ALLOWED 





YES! | would like to get in on wrestling’s 
ultimate back issue offer! 


a] 


Please indicate method of payment: 
CL Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 





OVISA C MasterCard 
Clam enclosing $16.95 fora 12-issue bargainpack |cadg# | 
| C1 am enclosing $12.95 for a 6-issue bargain pack | Expiration Bate: oNA y 
Signature: 
i Send to: tan 
{London Publishing Co. 
iP. O. Box 910 ADDRESS APT. 
| Ft. Washington, PA 19034 CITY STATE ZIP 
{ Prices apply in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: $24.00 for 12-issue pack ($37.00 airmail); $16.15 for 6-issue pack 


($23.35 airmail). Intemational money orders in U.S. funds only for all orders outside U. 


.S. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 
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THE YEAR 
IN PICTURES 


| \\fve YOU EVER forget 19997? If you're a wrestling fan, you almost have to admit that it will be 





very, very difficult to do that. Wrestling has had some very big years in the 1990s, but 1999 may 

have been the biggest of them all. We here at THE WRESTLER came to that conclusion when we 

| sat down in late-October to try to put together a rough list of the top 10 stories of the past year. When it 

| took us no more than 10 minutes to come up with 75 big stories, we realized 1999 was quite a year. And 
there were still two months left to go at the time! 

Of course, 1999 will not be remembered as a great year all around for wrestling. A lot of great things 
happened in wrestling in 1999, but there were too many negative stories that we had to report on as well. 
On the good side, we had ... wait a minute. What are we doing here? This isn’t “The Year In Review.” 
This is “The Year In Pictures.” Why are we getting so serious all of a sudden? 

Truth is, you will see a lot of the bigger stories of 1999 reflected on the following 26 pages. But if 

_ you've checked out “The Year In Pictures” in previous years, you know that this section is for the most 
part a lighter look at what happened in the sport during the previous 12 months. If you want a more 
detailed review/analysis of the events of the last year, pick up a copy of the March 2000 issue of PW/ (on 
sale now) and a copy of The 2000 Wrestling Almanac And Book Of Facts (on sale March 7). 

_ No, there’s not a whole lot of detailed analysis in this section. Instead you'll get the best that our photo 

_ department came up with in 1999. 

“| think | had more great shots to pick from this year than last year or any of the previous years,” said 
Photo Editor Frank Vitucci. “It’s a lot of fun putting ‘The Year In Pictures’ together, because by the time 
November rolls around, you forget about a lot of the great stuff that happened in January and February. 
It's a nice way to look back at the year.” 

Indeed it is. So great ready to see Kevin Nash wearing lipstick, Eric Bischoff being humiliated, Mae 

) Young in her drawers, and so much more. By the way, we have a few nice shots of Torrie Wilson in 

here, too, in case you were wondering. 

Enjoy. 
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This match 
from WWE 
No Mercy is 
brought to 
you by the 
American | 
Association of | 
| Retired : 
| Persons (or at 
| Jeast it 

should be)... 
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THE YEAR 
IN PICTURES 


“Gentlemen, 
choose 
your 
weapons!” 
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Droz looked quite 
stunning as one of 
The Godfather’s 
ladies, but if Miss 
Madness (Mona), 
Madusa, and 
Gorgeous George had 
had a few hours to 
work on him, they 
could have made him 
look simply 

ravishing (just look 
what they did with 
this Kevin Nash 
impersonator)! 
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THE YEAR 
IN PICTURES 


the ones 
we love!” 





36 The Wrestler 


THE YEA 
IN PICTURES 


When Michael Jordan 
used to stick his tongue 
out as he drove to the 
basket, it was a 
dangerous habit. We 
can do without the 
See §6tongue thing in 
——— wrestling. 
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Some wrestlers are 
very generous with 
their time. Other 
wrestlers are very 
generous with their 
money. A few wrestlers 
are generous with their 
time and their money. 
But how many 
wrestlers are generous 
with their beer? 
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David Fiair as WCW 
U.S. champion ... 
nah, shouldn't have 
happened! 


Shane McMahon as 
WWF European 
champion ... yeah, 
that did happen! 


Joey Styles as ECW 
World champion ... 
sure, why not! 
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THE YEAR 
IN PICTURES 





| “Okay, you have two choices, but you have 

| to take one of them. You can either have 

| one wrestler hold you down while another 
one tries to pierce your tongue ... or you 
can sit there quietly while your friend 
yanks out the thumbtacks that another 
(very mean) wrestier just pushed into your 
forehead. It’s up to you ...” 
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And you 
3 thought the 
only thing WWF 


=” referees had to 


_| worry about 
was Slapping 
, the mat 
™. three 





| ‘Since i seems like 
everyone is using Canes 


to cane people these 
days, you'd think that 
maybe Kane would 
start using a cane. That 
way the WWF could 

1 start selling toy Kane 
canes. Just an idea ... 
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Proof that you 
really can goa 
long way in 
this world if 
you know how 
to spit (or 
spew, or 
whatever it is 
these fine 
gentlemen are 
doing). 
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There’s no 
limit to what 
anangry 
female 
wrestler can 
accomplish 
when she 
really focuses 
and puts ner 
mind to 





something... 2 


\". see Te well, okay, 
maybe there is a 












IN MEMORIAM: 
FAREWELL TO SOME OF THE SPORT'S BIGGEST NAMES 


Pedro Bonales 
Brady Boone 
Jonathan Boyd 
Brazo de Cibernetico 
Diceman 
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Jos LeDuc Gorilla Monsoon 
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The Renegade Rick Rude Tony Rumble 
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Sass 


You 
know, 
there 
was 
once a 
day (not 
too long 
ago) 
when we 
could all go to the matches, see a giant flaming 
Brahma bull head being lowered from the ceiling, 
a mannequin head in a wrestler’s corner, and an 
athlete entering the ring through the mat and not 
think, Ah, just your basic WWF card. 


rss 





Ss SS SSeS Si BEA 







STS sis 


48 The Wrestler 


De 


In‘ nicrones 
Int In‘ nicrones 


| Everybody’s a color man. Everybody’s an expert. 
| Everybody has an opinion ... 
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Three 
reasons 
why you 
might 
not want 
to make 
wrestling 
_ your 

"| career of 
choice ... 
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Who hung 
around 
longer, Yurpo 
(in the WWF) 
or The Insane 
Ciown Posse 
(in WCW)? It 
was close. | 
Hey, you just 
never know 
what those 
wacky clowns 
are gonna do 
next! 


+ ket 2) 


> ae 


SS SSS SE 


ee 





Saar 


= eT ESS BA Se Se Pee 


The Wrestler 51 


1 Gy @ 


THE YEAR 
IN PICTURES 


pee ee 





Good thing for 
all of us that 
Mae Youngs 
doesn’t share 
ivory’s taste in 
lingerie. Real 
good thing. 
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The best thing about being a 
WWF superstar is you get to test 
your skills against some of the 
Strongest, fastest, and toughest 
athletes in the world almost 
every night. That’s why so 
many young men strive to be a 
part of Vince McMahon's 
organization. It’s the lust for 
competition that drives them to 
be the best they can be! Yeah, 
the competition! 
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if you play with fire in the 
ring, sooner or later 
you're going to have to get 
a fire extinguisher and 
put it out. That’s why 
mustard, ketchup, and 
any other condiments 
you might have on hand 
are so much safer! 
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| “Let's see ... if you go from WCW tothe WWF ... and] 
make the jump from ECW back to WCW ... and he goes 

| from WCW back to ECW again ... and that guy goes 
from the WWF back to WCW (where he was before he 
went back to the WWF two years ago) ... and he tries 
the WWF after finishing out in WCW ... and : 
what’s-his-name forgets about trying to make it in WCW | 
and makes like that other guy and returns to ECW, | 
where he really belongs ... then everything should all 

| even out in the end, right?” 
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Fans and media 
alike regarded 
the new, | 
meaner 
Triple-H 

with doubt. But 
armed with 
sledgehammers, 
folding chairs, 
and heavy metal 
ring steps, HHH 
has proven that 
nasty wins 


By Bryan Ethier 


, ™ANKIND’s LEFT ARM was hanging like a 
\ (| limp piece of linguine, his left shoulder look- 
. VW “ing something like hammered veal. Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley was the butcher pounding away 
with sledgehammer-like fists at his ready-to-be- 
stuffed opponent. ' 

Ringside, announcers Jim Ross and Jerry “The 





King” Lawler marveled at the incredible mix of techni- 
cal skill and brute savagery displayed by the World 
champ. 

“Hunter Hearst Helmsley is very cerebral,” said 
Ross. “Yes, he has a vicious streak. But he is a great 
technician.” 

“If he sees a weakness, he zeros in on it,” added 
Lawler. 

The astute commentators were on the mark this 
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evening. After slamming Man- 
kind’s shoulder into the steel ring- 
post, Triple-H went to work injur- 
ing the battered shoulder. He 
slammed the heavy metal stairs 
onto Mankind, then hurled the bat- 
tered wrestler over the ring railing 
and onto the concrete floor. He 
used armbars to further weaken 
Mankind’s arm. 

One vicious arm shot from 
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I!) long time. 


defeat, Mankind 
now struggled with 
his one good arm to 
put on Mr. Socko, 
the precursor to the 
mandible claw. 
“Now this is a 
really smart cham- 
pion,” screeched 
| Lawler, as Mr. Socko 
led a half-crippled 


Mankind toward 
Triple-H. 
Helmsley re- 


sponded by ap- 
proaching Mankind 
with a metal chair. 
| As he lifted it high 

into the air, though, 
Mankind nailed Triple-H with a 
boot to the face. 

Suddenly, Mr. Socko-Claw 
was wedged deep under Triple- 
H's tongue, and the champ was 
rapidly losing consciousness. 
Just when it seemed Mankind 
would complete the victory and 
earn his fourth WWF World title, 
Val Venus raced into the ring 
and clobbered Mankind with that 


Whether battling Austin out 
| of the ring (left) or inside it 
(above), Helmsley is showing 
a kind of brutal aggressive- 
» ness he hasn't displayed ina 


same folding chair. 

As pandemonium broke 
lose, HHH broke free. 

Mankind was left sitting in 
the ring, wondering what had 
happened. He had just been 
out hammered and, more 
important, outsmarted. 

A few days later, Inter- 
} continental champion Chyna, 
Triple-H’s long-time friend, 
reflected upon Helmsley's win 
) and his blossoming career. 

“No one wanted to listen to 
him,” she said. “Everyone 
' brushed Hunter aside as if he 
was just another mid-card 
joker who could do nothing on 
his own. Remember, he was 
the genius behind DeGen- 
eration X. Shawn Michaels 
gets much of the credit, but 
that’s not right. Just look who's 
the king now. Look who’s in all 
the main events.” 

Triple-H has never pan- 
dered to the wants of the audi- 
ence; he has never been an icon. 
No, Triple-H is the guy who works 
harder in and out of the ring than 
nearly all of his competitors. He 
gets in his reps as well as his Zs. 
He sets out on a course and pur- 
sues that course ruthlessly. 

“It took time for Triple-H to get 
where he wanted to go, but now 
he’s right up there with the best 
in the business,” said Billy Gunn. 
Triple-H should serve as a 
model for anyone looking to be 
successful.” 

It took a few seasons, but 
Helmsley learned wrestling’s 
fundamental lesson: Play the 
system, play the game, and 
strike when the time is right. He 
served his time in DX, then qui- 
etly played a background role in 
The Corporation. He developed 
a public persona that was 
engaging. He did what the suc- 
cessful performers do: He got 
people to watch him. Finally, 
when both cliques dissolved, 
Triple-H told the world he 
belonged at the top of the WWF 
and went about getting there. 





“You people never 
thought Triple-H could 
be the champion of the 
world,” he said a few 
months ago. “Il am here 
to tell you that the future 
of the WWF begins and 
ends with Triple-H. | am 
‘The Game.” 

He was right. 

Although Triple-H’s 
reign has been short, he 
has proven to be a wor- 
thy champion. Victories 
over The Rock, Man- 
kind, and Steve Austin 
validate his position 
atop the wrestling com- 
munity. Triple-H has 
used his underrated 
wrestling skills, his ring 
savvy, and his interfer- 
ing associates in order 
to maintain his spot at 
the top. He has also used sledge- 
hammers, chairs, tables, ring- 
posts, and steel steps to get his 
point across. His point? Don’t 
mess with the WWF's new am- 
bassador. Now that he’s back 
with DX, he’s that much more 
dangerous. Nemeses such as 
Rock and Austin suddenly talk 
like threatened upstarts. 

“Don’t give me none of that 
damn Triple-H bullcrap,” hissed a 
disgruntled Austin. “The [jerk] 
cheats half the time, and he relies 
on others to get him half of his 
wins. We all know who should be 
wearing that WWF belt today.” 

Austin, rarely one to be out- 
smarted and outworked by an 
opponent, experienced HHH’s 
tenacity first-hand. Remember, 
Hunter was the one who tem- 
porarily sidelined Austin by work- 
ing over “Stone-Cold’s” injured 
knee at SummerSlam. When he 
failed to win the WWF title that 
night, he concocted a plan that 
would ensure he'd get the belt the 
next night. 

Triple-H has overcome every 
obstacle he has faced,” added 
Michael Cole. “No one except him 
and maybe Chyna ever gave him 


a shot at being a great champion. 
He’s doing it the ugly way, but 
he’s doing it.” 

In garnering his first WWF 
World title, and gaining the 
respect of the fans and media, 
Triple-H had to 
do a complete 
makeover. The 
often-comical | 
three-star gener- 
al of DX was 
reborn with an 
evil streak in 
him. The darker | 
demeanor hasn't 
gone over well 
with the fans, but 
he never wanted 
it to. Moreover, | 
this stronger, 
more ruthless 
approach to the 
business has 
buttressed Tri- 
ple-H against the 
small group of 
cynics who each 
day forecast his 
demise. 

“Eventually, 
the world gets 
to see you as 








Though he once had a reputation for being comedic, HHH has reinvented himself by tapping 
into a darker side of his personality. It’s a very strong part of his personality. 


you truly are,” he said. “As they 
say, he who laughs last gets to 
kick the crap out of ‘Stone-Cold’ 
Steve Austin and The Rock 
whenever he damn well feels 
like it.” O 


Many wrestlers and 
commentators are 

finally saying that 
Triple-H is the best 

he’s ever been. HHH 

would certainly agree \ 7". 
with thatassessment. 4)" 
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aX Luger has gone from 
ar and back as offen as 

s their socks, But while 
else was laughing at 
iger’s latest attempt to 
ake his image, Elizabeth 
helped him regain 
main-event status 


By Mitch Lucas 


E IS A two-time WCW 
World heavyweight champi-. 


on. He has defeated some 
of the greatest wrestlers in the his- 
tory of the sport, including Sting, 
Hulk Hogan, and Bret Hart. His 
physique has always been second 
to none. 

And in Lex Luger’s eyes, he 
was a has-been. 

For several years, looking in a 

_ mirror was one of Luger's favorite 
activities. But for most of 1998 and 
a good portion of 1999, Luger pre- 
ferred to gaze anywhere but into a 
mirror. Sidelined with injuries that 
had to have him at least thinking 
about retirement, Luger faced the 
very real prospect of sinking to 
mid-card level, or even worse. 

Enter Elizabeth. 

“| don’t know what | would have 
done without her,” said an unusu- 
ally reflective Luger after defeating 
Hart at Halloween Havoc. “She’s 
made all the difference in the 
world. Jf not for her, | would proba- 
bly be sitting at home, working out 
and watching football, with no con- 
fidence in myself whatsoever.” 
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As The Total Package, the 
wrestler formerly known as 
Lex Luger has rekindled his 
aggressiveness, much to the 
dismay of men like Bret Hart. 


Elizabeth, who made her repu- 
tation by managing Randy Savage 
to superstardom in the WWF in the 
mid-1980s, helped Luger come up 
with a simple idea to bring himself 
out of the doldrums: Bury the 
name Lex Luger, she 
suggested, and 
refer to yourself 
exclusively as The 
Total Package. 

Admittedly, the 
idea was risky. Two 
WCW World titles, five 
U.S. titles, and a ton of 
respect was nothing to 
sneeze at. Persuading a 
wrestler to drop the 
moniker under which he 
won all those things 
wouldn't be easy. And 
given that the new name 
he’d be using was nothing 
more than the nickname he 
had been using for more 
than a dozen years, well, 
what would the reaction of 
the other wrestlers in WCW 
be? Would they laugh at him 
for making such a seemingly || 
insignificant change? 

It didn’t matter, Liz rea- 


most appealin 
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"A Package-Go 
match is one 


ys. power ma 
in ihe sport today: 


soned. 
She knew 
Luger well 


enough to 

realize he was ready for a 

change—any change—just some- 

thing to spark him and give his 
confidence a much-needed boost. 

“| know I've always been The 

Total Package,” Luger said, “and 
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that’s because no one in this sport 
has more to offer than | do. Not 
even close. Liz just helped me to 
realize that | don’t have to live on 
my past accomplishments the way 
so many guys do in this sport. How 
many times do | have to hear Bret 
Hart talk about being the best there 
is, the best there was, and the best 
there ever will be? The guy has to 
remind everybody about his past 
all the time. | know I've still got a 
future. 

“My greatest success doesn't 
have to be a WCW World title in 
1991 and another a few years back 
that | lost a week later. | can still 
cut it. Hell, | just beat one of the 
best wrestlers in the world. The 
Package isn't finished yet, not by a 
long shot.” 

In early-October, the plan 
became reality. In one of the most 
memorable segments in Nitro his- 
tory, the Package officially laid 
the Lex Luger name to rest, 
although many wrestlers and 
WCW personnel still refer to him 
by the name as a force of habit. 

As part of his new look, the 
Package introduced a more 
flamboyant entrance, accompa- 
nied by Elizabeth and complete 
with a mini-posedown. He is 
wrestling like a new man—or 
rather, the old one, one the 





The Package and Sting have both 
———™' gone through a lot of changes in 
— their careers . 


. and both are still 
fofelinlemtigelire iy Sting might find it very 
unpleasant to be one of this man's 
enemies right now. 










wrestling world 
hasn’t seen since 
1993. 

The results 
have been impres- 
Sive ... so far. 

Critics, though, 
are still skeptical 

of Luger’s trans- 
formation. 

“Luger hasn't 
changed,” said 14- 
time former world 
champion Ric Flair. 
“He’s the same guy 
he’s always been, the 

same guy | first wres- 
tled in 1985, when he started out in 
Florida. This change is just like all 
his others. This is just another 
phase he’s going through, only the 
window-dressing is a lot better 
now, if you get my drift.” 

Normally, Flair’s analysis of any 
wrestling situation is on the mark. 
But this time, the normally soft-spo- 
ken Elizabeth says the “Nature 
Boy” is off the mark. 

“The Total Package has rededi- 
cated himself to winning,” she said. 


The Total 


(shown dominating Rick Steiner) admits that he owes a lot of his 
recent success to the involvement in his career of the lovely (and intelligent) Elizabeth. 


“He just had a mental lapse for a 
while, mainly because of his 
injuries. But he’s back, better than 
ever, and | honestly believe anoth- 
er WCW World title is in » - 
his future.” 
Gene 
agreed. | 
“I’ve known this 
man for a long time, 
and | don’t think I’ve |] 
ever seen him like 
this,” he said. “Every- 
one who thinks this 
name change is ridicu- | 
lous has to realize 
that if he thinks he’s a 
new man because of || 
it and has that much 
more confidence 


in what he can 
4 
q 





































Okerlund 





do, that’s all that really matters.” 

The Total Package’s confidence 
level is indeed riding high again. 
He knows his place in wrestling 
history is already secure, so now 
he’s going for one more (at least) 
gold belt. 

Maybe there’s something to this 
new look after all. 

“| know what a lot of people are 
saying,” he said, tossing a gym 
bag into the trunk of a limousine 
after Havoc. “Everybody has writ- 
ten me off, but I've got a lot of peo- 
ple in my corner. If the wrestling 
media and the fans aren't, fine. But 
I'm telling you, you'll be back. I’m 
still here. Liz and | are great 
together. Just think how good we'll 
look when | hoist that World title 
belt above my head again—and 
that will happen.” O 
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‘By Dan Mt rphy | 
VA AG “HEN THE OCTOBER 23 
c “ECW Arena match be- § 
tween Sabu and Rob J, 
Yan Dam concluded, there were} 

if Bs some fans,who,instantly hailed | 

Pept = the match a mat classic, but 
"shockingly enough, they were in — 
‘the minority. Most of the 1,500 or 4 
> so fans in attendance left t . 
4 st aags a Ph oi . arena that night feeling robbed © 
yr ras = and cheated—and by one of their 
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Van Dam had to slow 


| Sabu and Rob 
Sabu's as " 
Tie Van Dam have 
during their match. This ; 


cea wrestled each 
but onesie renee | other to a 
ive damage. draw many 
times. But 

ECW fans 
saw a new 
side of Van 
Dam when 
“The Whole 
Show” refused | 
to go on 

in a key 
ECW Arena 
showdown 
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heroes, no less. For the first time 
in a long time, Van Dam, the long- 
reigning ECW TV champion, had 
walked away from a challenge; it 
was not a popular decision. 

Officially, Sabu and Van Dam 
wrestled to a time-limit draw. After 
15 minutes of trademark aerial 
assaults and high-impact attacks, 
the timekeeper's bell sounded, end- 
ing the match. The fans weren't sat- 
isfied, though. Neither were Sabu 
and Van Dam. When the fans 
called for five minutes of overtime, 
Van Dam and Sabu obliged. The 
title defense back on, Sabu and 
Van Dam began trading suplexes, 
spinning kicks, splashes, and other 
assorted death-defying moves for 
the second time that night. 

Then, five minutes later, with 
neither man able to score a victo- 
ry, the time limit expired for a sec- 
ond time. 

The fans called for 
five more minutes, 
and again, both *. 
Sabu and Vanw~« 
Dam agreed to let 
the match Contin- 49 | 
ue. A string of near Pe 
falls followed, with 
Sabu seemingly — a 
getting the better ~ 
of his former pay 
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tion. On this night, how- 
ever, there was no stand- 
' ing ovation at the end. 


‘@. was showered with a 


the TV title that Van Dam had 
held since April 4, 1998, was 
finally going to change hands. 
Then time ran out for a third 
time, and this time, so did Van 
Dam. At least he tried to run out. 
As the fans, smelling a title 
change in the air, loudly chanted 
for another overtime period, Van 
Dam steadfastly refused to grant 
Sabu another five minutes. In- 
censed, Sabu attacked Van Dam, 
and another impromptu overtime 
period broke out. Still, neither man 
was able to gain a decisive victo- 
ry, and the match ended as a 30- 
minute draw when Van 
Dam retreated to the back” 
amid the urgings of both 
the crowd and Sabu to con- 
tinue. 


have wrestled to draws before, 
including in their memorable 30- 
minute clash at Wrestlepalooza ” 


in 1998 where both men shook* %, 


hands at the end of the con- 
test. That night, the fans. 
responded to the brilliant 
battle by giving both com- 
petitors a standing ova- 


On this night, Van Dam 


Yes, Sabu and Van Dam, 


chorus of boos. Whereas at Wres- 
tlepalooza the fans saw a Classic 
in which partners pushed them- 
selves beyond their every limit, 
these fans felt robbed. ECW sup- 
porters have grown accustomed 
to seeing matches end with the 
toughest man getting the win. 
Most of the time, Van Dam is that 
man. And that’s why some fans 
were so surprised by his actions. 
“| can understand if Van Dam 
didn’t want to put the belt on the 
line in another overtime period. | 
just thought he’d have enough 
self-respect, and 
’ ™ jrespect 
eo for Sabu, 
“tT to see the 
Fmatch 
through to a 
w= conclusion, es- 
pecially since he 
seemed so close to 
\* putting the match away 
a couple times,” ECW 
fan Jordan Mendyk 





















By executing high-impact maneuvers 
like the triple-jump moonsault (left), 
Sabu came close to beating his foe 
on numerous occasions. Even when 
RVD tried to escape to the outside, 
Sabu wouldn’t relent in his aerial 
attack (above). 








There is no doubt that Rob Van Dam puni 
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ished Sabu during the match with his 


lethal assortment of kicks. Sabu, though, took the kicks and fought through the 
pain. It showed how tough and resilient Sabu really is. 


Through the years, wrestling 
champions have perfected the art 
of utilizing the time limit. When a 
challenger wrestled Ric Flair in his 
prime, he was also fighting the 
clock—and he knew it. But ECW 
isn't a traditional promotion. It's 
virtually unheard of for a champi- 
on to settle for a countout loss or 
to attempt to get himself disquali- 
fied to protect his title. ECW is not 
the kind of federation in which a 
competitor pulls a Roberto Duran 
(the boxer who once simply quit in 
the middle of a fight with Sugar 
Ray Leonard), says, 

“No mas!” and walks «© 

away from a fight. | 
Respect has always 
come before title 
belts. This is a place 
in which challenges 
are not made care- 
lessly, and they are | 
never ignored. 

“What would you | 
have had him do— | 
keep wrestling and © 
wrestling until he 
lost?” former manager | 
and current ECW } 
color commentator | 
Joel Gertner asked. | 
“Sabu signed for a 15- | 
minute match, and he | 
couldn't get the job 
done in the allotted 
time. In my opinion, 
Van Dam was being 


generous when he agreed to-wres- 
tle one overtime, let alone two or 
three. Remember, in title matches, 
the onus is on the challenger. Van 
Dam didn’t have to pin Sabu to 
remain champion. Sabu had his 
chance, and he blew it.” 

Tommy Dreamer was sickened 
by what he called Van Dam's 
cowardice. 

“It figures that the guy who 
called himself ‘Mr. Monday Night’ 
would take the easy road out of a 
tough match,” Dreamer said. “That 
kind of crap may be called being a 





ring general or a smart champion 
in the WWF or WCW, but here it’s 
called cowardice. Flat out, Van 
Dam took his belt and went home, 
and it wouldn't surprise me to see 
him refuse a rematch. 

“Van Dam had the chance to 
prove he’s ‘The Whole Show.’ But 
he didn’t go out there and do it.” 

Dreamer is a perfect example 
of the ECW approach to wrestling. 
Facing what could be career-end- 
ing back surgery, “The Innovator 
Of Violence” came back to the 
ring to answer Steve Corino’s 
challenges. With a badly injured 
back, and doctors begging him to 
stay out of the ring, Dreamer still 
isn’t able to walk away. He isn't 
alone in his opinion, either. 

An informal poll of the locker 
room yielded more comments like 
Dreamer'’s. Just about every wrestler 
asked said he was surprised by Van 
Dam's refusal to continue. Only 
Gertner and Steve Corino solidly 
backed RVD's actions. 

Rob Van Dam may have walked 
out of the ECW Arena on October 
23 with the TV title still in his posses- 
sion, but in keeping his title, he may 
have lost something he worked even 
harder to gain—respect. O 
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We hope you have a lot of time on 
your hands. Because it's going to 
take you a while to read through 
these 132-page, digest-sized issues! 
The Wrestler Digest and Inside 
Wrestling Digest contain more than 
30 stories in each issue, all culled 
from the previous three months 
worth of articles in your favorite 
magazines, Pro Wrestling Bustrated, 
The Wrestler, Inside Wrestling, 
Wrestle America, and Wrestling 
Superstars. 

Now hack issues of The Wrestler 


Digest and Inside Wrestiing Digest 
are available in limited quantities. 





Please send me the back issues | have 
checked off below. | have enclosed a 
$5 check or money order for each 
issue as payment in full. 


| Wrestler Digest Inside Wrestling Digest | 
: C) Winter 1997 1 Spring 1998 
! (J Spring 1998 ©) Winter 1998 ' 
CZ Fall 1998 C) Spring 1999 
' (1) Summer 1999 Fall 1999 ' 
C Winter 1999 j 
1 Send To: ' 
t LONDON PUBLISHING CO. H 
t P.O. BOX 910 H 
|_ FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 
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YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 5) 
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As strange as it seems, the abuse Mahoney and Ax! 
Rotten have inflicted upon each other over the years has 
produced a perverse bond between the two. New Jack 
and Spike Dudley also share in this twisted camaraderie. 


a wrestler, it will be sorely lack- 
ing in its heartbreak quotient. 

BRENDA CECIL 

Branch, MI 


BLOOD BROTHERS 

Do you guys watch ECW On 
TNN, or do you just go out to the 
bar on Friday nights? For crying 
out loud, the ECW Arena isn't more 
than 45 minutes from your offices. 

When you're talking about 
Spike Dudley, Mahoney, New 
Jack, and Axi Rotten (“Spike & 
Mahoney Vs. New Jack & Axl: 
Who Will Be The First To Switch 
Sides?” Holiday 1999) you should 
get your facts straight. 

Despite what it looks like, these 
men don't have a feud; they have 
an association of mutual respect. 
Each one of them enjoys inflicting 





pain. They all live for it. When they 
meet each other in the ring, it’s not 
about hurting one another—even 
though that happens more often 
than not—it’s about putting on the 
best match that they can possibly 
put on. That's why you always see 
these guys hug at the end of every 
match. 

It's not about how long these 
two teams will last; it’s about how 
long these four men will remain 
hardcore: forever. Come on, guys, 
get your story straight! 

CHUCK GREEN 
Ambler, PA (| 


Send YOUR LETTERS to: 
Box 1148, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Or e-mail letters to: 
yourletters@aol.com 





WHAT'S HAPPENING 


a hard time keeping his head 
above water? 

Vader is the All-Japan Triple 
Crown champion for a second 
time. He won the prestigious 
belts by pinning Mitsuharu 
Misawa after planting him with a 
vicious power bomb. Now Vader 
hopes to be named Pro Wres- 
tling MVP for 1999, an award 
given by the Japanese press 
that traditionally goes to wres- 
tlers of Japanese heritage. 
Vader has gained support from 
other foreign-born wrestlers who 
are competing in Japan. 

“Vader deserves that honor,” 
said Johnny Ace, a former All- 
Japan International and Pacific 
Wrestling Federation tag team 
champion. “Not only did he 
revive interest in All-Japan, he 
won the Triple Crown twice and 
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gave those writers something to 
write about.” 

Jimmy Hart continues to insist 
there is no dissension in The 
First Family, despite recent 
shoving matches and public argu- 
ments between Brian Knobs, 
Jerry Flynn, and The Barbarian. 
“Have faith in Jimmy Hart, baby,” 
Hart said. “Within a few months, 
Brian will be hardcore champion, 
Barbarian will be the cruiser- 
weight champion, and Jerry Flynn 
will be the U.S. champ. I've got a 
plan!” For Hart’s predictions to 
come to fruition, he had better 
have a plan—and a darn good 
one at that. 

| don’t care what anyone 
says—there is no room for a sta- 
ple gun in a wrestling ring! | 
thought New Jack might have 
reconsidered his weapon du jour 


Jimmy Hart has big plans for Brian 
Knobs and the rest of The First 
Family. After hearing what Hart had 
to say, however, we wonder if his 
hardcore war with Norman Smiley 
killed a few brain cells. 


after The Baldies nearly drove a 
staple through New Jack's eye- 
ball, but at November to Re- 
member, New Jack used the 
weapon again. Somebody has to’ 
step in and put a stop to this 
madness. 

Finally, some sad news. 
Long-time independent wrestler, 
promoter, and founder of NWA 
New England Anthony Magli- 
aro, better known as “Boston 
Bad Boy” Tony Rumble, died 
suddenly of a heart attack on 
November 13. He was only 43. 
Always entertaining and rarely 
without something to complain 
about, Magliaro will be remem- 
bered for taking his wrestlers to 
the top of every promotion he 
entered. 

That’s what's happening. 
Catch ya in 30. O 
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When ECW fans chant, “She’s hardcore!” in Francine’s direction, it's well-deserved. 
She Is not afraid to step through the ropes and take on veterans like Steve Corino. 
It's one of the reasons Tommy Dreamer keeps her around. 


should have collapsed—and that’s 
why he’s hardcore. 

Torrie Wilson is hardcore. At 
least | imagine her to be. 

Spike Dudley is hardcore. 
When you weigh 155 pounds 
soaking wet and you’ve feuded 
with the likes of Buh Buh Ray and 
D-Von Dudley for months at a 

_time, | don’t care who you are— 
you're hardcore. 

David Flair is hardcore. This 
was a tough call. Flair is by and 
large the worst wrestler that | 
have ever seen in either the 
WWF or WCW, but when | think 
about it, | realize that his lack of 
wrestling know-how should not 
take away from how hardcore he 
really is. There’s a lot of pres- 
sure that goes along with being 
Ric Flair’s kid, and for the most 
part, David has held up well (| 
am hoping that his current mani- 
acal state is not permanent). He 
continues to try to improve his 
wrestling ability and technique, 
and although he is light years 
away from being the wrestler his 
father was in his prime, David's 
staunch determination should 
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allow him to become at least a 
decent wrestler. 

Tony Schiavone is hardcore. 
Go ahead, criticize me for this 
one—| expect it—but is there 
anyone on the planet who per- 
forms better under duress? One 
of the most vilified and criticized 
members of the wrestling com- 
munity, Schiavone refuses to let 
the catcalls of the rowdy Nitro 
crowds affect his performance. 
That’s hardcore. 

Val Venis is hardcore. Well, at 
least his movies are. 

Francine is hardcore. Is there 
another valet out there who has 
gone to bat so many times for 
her man? | can’t think of one. 
And not only does Francine 
defend Tommy—she has actual- 
ly stepped into the ring and 
fought some of his battles for 
him. Now that’s a woman—a 
hardcore woman. 

Vince McMahon is hardcore. 
In the early- to mid-1980s, Vince 
ransacked territory after territo- 
ry, stealing the biggest stars in 
order to create the first mega- 
wrestling promotion. In the late- 


1990s, Vince changed the face 
of wrestling once again by mar- 
keting the WWF as pure sports 
entertainment. Whether you like 
him or you don’t like him, you 
can’t deny that McMahon is one 
of the sport’s greatest innova- 
tors and is primarily responsible 
for making wrestling the extrava- 
ganza it has become. For that 
reason—and not because he 
wrestled “Stone-Cold” Steve 
Austin in a cage—McMahon is 
hardcore. y 

Mae Young is hardcore. Go 
ahead and laugh, but there is no 
denying that her exploits in the 
ring should go down as some of 
the most hardcore ever perpe- 
trated. Young, who walks to the 
ring bent over like the Hunch- 
back of Notre Dame, takes spills 
that would incapacitate some of 
her modern-day brethren. I'll 
admit she might not have fared 
well in her WWF matches in 
1999, but does that really matter 
when you're 76 and you're fight- 
ing young punks like Jeff Jarrett 
and Ivory? 

Frank Krewda and Brandi 
Mankiewicz are hardcore. Read 
their columns if you want proof. 

Vincent, Virgil, Curly Bill, or 
whatever else you want to call him 
is hardcore. Yup, that’s the big 
surprise to which this whole col- 
umn has been building up: the 
announcement that | think Vincent 
(the name that | associate with 
him the most) is hardcore. | can 
see the questions pouring in 
already: “What were you think- 
ing?” ... “How can Vincent be 
hardcore?” Well, here’s your 
explanation: Vincent made his 
wrestling debut in 1985, and since 
then, he has basically been fodder 
for the WWF’s and WCW’s top 
stars. So for taking 15 years of 
abuse without complaint, Vincent 
is, without a doubt, the king of 
hardcore. O 


that? So Lance and Justin can 
handle Tommy, and Raven is 
a non-factor. That leaves 
Francine, who I can handle all 
by myself real easy. See, I 
know a lot of stuff about 
wrestling. My Lance told me 
to say that!” 


: “My question is for Billy Kidman 


of The Filthy Animals: Billy, you 
and your teammates have enough 
talent to win matches without 
breaking the rules. You’ve 
proven that much many times in 
the past. Why have The Filthy 
Animals resorted to breaking the 
rules so frequently?”—Chad 
Smith, Portland, ME 

“Well, it’s like this, Chad,” 
Kidman responded. “Under 
the old regime, Konnan, Rey, 
Eddy, and myself were held 
back, despite the fact that we 
won most of our matches. So 
we decided that we were 
gonna send the 
new powers-that- 
be a message that 
they can’t possi- 
bly miss: The 
Filthy Animals 
will get ahead one 
way or another. 
It’s just the way 
things are gonna 
be. If that means 
we have to break 
the rules, knock 
some heads, or 
take some people 
out, then that’s 
what we’re gonna 
do. And we’re: 
gonna have a good 
time doing it. No 
question about it. 
Hey, it’s up to the 
fans. They can put 
us down or they 
can come along 
for the ride. Ei- 
ther way, 


YOU ASKED US 


(Continued from page 16) 


Filthy Animals are gonna do 
what they want to do.” 

“T would like to ask The British 
Bulldog a question: Davey Boy, 
even though you weren’t always 
a fan favorite during your career, 
the fans have always forgiven 
your transgressions. But since 
your most recent comeback, you 
seem more despicable than ever. 
Why the nasty attitude this time 
around?”—Melissa Presbury, 
Cleveland, OH 

“It’s actually quite simple, 
Melissa,” Smith replied. “Vince 
McMahon said he wanted atti- 
tude when he signed me up, so 
it is attitude that I have given 
him. The only thing is, Vince 
didn’t count on that attitude 
being directed at him. I told 
Vince from the start that the 
only reason I was coming to the 
WWE was to win the WWF 
championship—the only title in 





Davey Boy Smith has returned to the WWF with 
quite an edge. When it comes to that WWF attitude, 
The Smith gets it. 


the WWE that I haven’t won 
yet—and that I would do what- 
ever it took to get the WWF 
title, and that I would allow no 
one to stand in my way. So far, 
Vince and that no-good daugh- 
ter of his have been the biggest 
obstacles in my path. That’s 
why I have The Mean Street 
Posse on my side. To keep the 
McMahons out of my business. 
The McMahons have got to 
learn to stay out of the way of 
The British Bulldog. All I am 
doing, Melissa, is living up to 
my word, holding up my end of 
the bargain, and doing what 
my boss asked of me. If you 
have a problem with that, then 
you must not be very bright at 
all.” 0 
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BOBBY HEENAN'S 
HENDISH 
PLAN 
TO RETURN TO 
THE AWA 


LARGE, MULTI-COLORED 
map was spread over Bobby 
Heenan’s huge, oak desk. Red 
crayon markings clearly defined 
the territory under AWA jurisdic- 
tion. Next to the map lay the order 
banning. Bobby Heenan from 
managing in the AWA. The word 
“managing” was circled in black ink. 
“Doesn’t say I can’t wrestle} does 
it?” said Heenan, smiling coldly. 
Indianapolis is one of those 
cities that hovers on the edge of the 
AWA. Sometimes it is subject to 
AWA regulations. And sometimes 
it drifts beyond. 
“This match, I wasn’t wrestling 
in Indianapolis,” said Heenan, his 
hand rubbing against Minneapolis, 














sliding over Denver and slithering 
toward Texas. The phrase “next 
time” hung ominously over the 
cruel features gashed by a thin 
smile. The face is recognizable to 
everyone who follows wrestling. 
He is Bobby Heenan, manager. Or 
should it read, Bobby Heenan, 
wrestler? 

“I like to keep in shape,” said 
Heenan. “A body like mine, 
honed to perfection, needs proper 
exercise. | keep my mind active 
making sure my wrestlers keep 
their titles, but trying to out-fox 
Georgia scientific -wrestlers isn’t 
much stimulation,’ Heenan 
said, sighing. 

“Anytime I do anything, hell, if] 


| 2 


PHOTOS BY JEFF COHEN 


Bobby Heenan has another diabolical plan to dirty all the rules 
of wrestling. Now Heenan is contemplating a return to the 
-AWA—as a wrestler! If Heenan deserts his “friends” in 
Georgia, he can have only one objective in mind: the AWA 
championship, currently held by friend Nick Bockwinkel 
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Bobby Heenan was suspended from the AWA for allegedly attacking its president, 
Stanley Blackburn. Since that time, he has managed in the Georgia area. Heenan 
shocked the wrestling world, however, when he appeared in Indianapolis, on the 
outskirts of the AWA, as a wrestler. Bobby battles Spike Huber (above and below). 


WRESTLER CLASSIC! 


Bobby Heenan was more than just 
a witty, sarcastic commentator 20 
years ago. A lot more! He was 
sneaky. though. Need proof? 
Check out this “Wrestler Classic” 
from March 1980! 





sneeze, reporters and photog- 
raphers are crowding around, 
begging for a piece of me. Hey, I 
know I’m famous and my private 
life isn’t my own, but not every- 
thing I do has to be shrouded ina 
conspiracy. Soon as I wrestle, 
people think I’m coming back to 
the AWA. Who needs those bums?” 

Three factors would seem to 
mitigate against Heenan’s return to 
the AWA. One is the suspension he 
received for assaulting AWA 
president Stanley Blackburn. 
However, a source within the 
alliance legal department insists 
that suspension may not apply’ 
to wrestling. 

“T haven't studied it yet,” said the 
source. “But I think if Heenan 
wanted to come back only as a 
wrestler, he might havea good case 


in court.” 

Whether Heenan would come 
back depends on what he could 
accomplish in the AWA. Current 
champion Nick Bockwinkel was 
Heenan’s top wrestler. , Their 
friendship is still active. Or 
is it? : 

Frequently, Bockwinkel is the 
target of Heenan’s digs. Oh, they 
appear friendly enough. Heenan 
bantering about how he made 
Bockwinkel champion and how 
can Nick stay on top without them, 
little jabs like that. But Bockwinkel 
finds little humor in such remarks. 
Long-time champion Bockwinkel 
is an immensely proud man. who 
takes great satisfaction in the way 
he manages his own title. He 
doesn’t care for suggestions which 
indicate otherwise. 

Perhaps the prospect of Heenan 
returning and challenging 
Bockwinkel for the belt is not that 
far-fetched. 

Finally, there is the matter of 
Heenan’s family in Georgia. 
Comprised of Killer Karl Kox, 
Masked Superstar, and Blackjack 
Lanza, the family has caused a 
bloody civil war to engulf the state. 
Exactly the sort of situation 
Heenan enjoys. 
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Speculation now arises that Heenan will take advantage of an apparent loophole in his 
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suspension and return to the AWA as awrestler. Above: Heenan, displaying the tactics 


- that he always demanded of his own wrestlers, punches Huber in the throat. Left: 


Heenan books matches while managing in the Georgia area, but his desire to return to 


the AWA is becoming obvious. 


“I love a good fight. Nothin’ like 
having my guys go in and destroy 
the ugly pusses of jokers like Rich 
or Anderson,” Heenamsaid. 

Despite the savage siege, 
Heenan’s family has ~- yet. to 
establish supremacy. Should 
Heenan forego future battles, some 
might say he is running away from 
a fight. 

“I’m not a quitter. P'll stay and 
fight until every scientific wrestler 
is crippled and out of wrestling,” 
said Heenan. 

Heenan won’t stay because of 
any sense of loyalty. Snakes think 
of themselves and themselves only. 


If he sees any glory beyond 
Georgia, he won’t hesitate to seize 
it and flush everyone behind down 
the wrestling bowl. 

“If you’re not for yourself, who 


-will be?” Heenan asks frequently. 


“T have to watch my career. That’s 
the nature of wrestling. You get no 
respect unless you're out for 
number one all the time.” 
Heenan’s warped mind delights 
in bitter symbolism. Returning to 
the AWA, circumventing the 
suspension order, and challenging 
old pal Nick Bockwinkel for the 
title might fit the twists of his 
demented soul. oO 
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Because you demanded it. % 


Meare 
Is Back!» 


For a limited time, we 
are making the prestigious 
PWI T-shirt available to our 
readers. The last time we 
sold the PWI”T” was, 
nearly 10 years ago! 





Don’t miss your chance to get 
this 100% preshrunk cotton, | 
Hanes Beefy T, with an oversized § 
three-color version of one of the 
most recognized logos in 
wrestling. These high quality 
black shirts are only $16.95 (plus 
$2.50 for shipping and handling). 


YES, | would like to order a Pro Wrestling Illustrated T-shirt. 
| have enclosed $16.95 (plus $2.50 for shipping and handling) 


for each T-shirt ordered. My check or money order is made $16.95 | 
payable to London Publishing Co. or | provided my credit card $16.95 
information to charge my purchase. $16.95 


Name 


: Postage & Handling, add $2.50 per shirt 
Address =< Apta#t For orders outside the U.S. add $5 per shi 


City State Zip Total Enclosed 
LC] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) SEND TO: 
Ol VISA # London Publishing Co. 
P.O. Box 910 
(MasterCard # 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Expiration Date: 


1YR- Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. International money 


‘ . orders in U.S. funds only. 
Signature: 4914/01-99/2c 


eres BACK ISSUES OF BSS S| 





Don't miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER! Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world! Supplies 
are limited, so don’t delay—order today! 





Seigter. 
March 1979: Backlund vs. Ladd: Did Bruno's 
“Interterence” Cost Ladd The WWWF Title? Also: 


‘Angelo Mosca, Dick Murdoch, Peter Maivia, Bob 
Orton Jr., , Crusher 
Blackwell, Lewin-T. Funk. 


May 1979: Paul Jones-Rick Steamboat Feud: Who 
ts Really To Blame? Also: Valiants, Jack Brisco, 
Hennig, Johnson-King, Lanza-Muligan, Chief 
Snuka-Patera. 


Bockwinkel, 

April 1989: Did Ken Patera Destroy Dusty Rhodes’ 
Bionic Elbow? Also: Terry Funk, Kevin Von Erich, 
DiBiase-Backlund, Bockwinkel & Heenan, Baba-Race, 
Mr, Wrestling Il, Youngblood & Steamboat. 

‘Aug. 1980: The Reign Of Bloodshed Begins: 
Stevens & Valentine Win The NWA Tag Team Title! 
Also; Kerry Von Erich, Backlund & Skaaland, Nick 
Bockwinkel, , Keim-Muraco, 


Samoans, Wrestling Il-Idol, 
June 1981: Bruno Sammartino: “| Want To Break 
‘Stan Hansen's Neck!” Also: Ted DiBiasa, Garva & 


Oct. 1980: Kevin Von Erich Wins The Missourl Title 
From Kevin Von Erich! Also: Mr. Wrestling Il, Pedro 
Morales, Superstar Graham, Dusty Rhodes, Idol- 
Race, Rick McGraw. 

Feb, 1981: Larry Zbyszko's Claim: “Tony Garea 
Begged Me Not To Hurt Him!” Also: The Grappler, 


Oct. 1981; Is The Funk Family At War? Why Terry 
Prenat hea Were Forced To Wrestle. 
Also: Backiund-Patterson-Mosca, Harley Race, 
Rhodes-Khan, Kevin Sullivan, Flair-Patera, Verne 


Gagne, 

Jan, 1982: Rich vs, Masked Superstar, Can Tommy 
Rich Survive As Georgia's Last Hero? Also: Kiwis, 
Bockwirikel-Atias, Mascaras-Steamboat, Sullivan 
Taylor, Bruno Sammartino, 

March 1962: U.S. Champion Slaughter vs. Former 
NWA Champion Race: How Harley Race's Atlempt 
To Win An “Easy” Title Ended In Disaster. Also: 
Jimmy Snuka, Rair-idol, Steve Keim, Steamboat- 
ere Sie hs ala aba ob 


roe? 1 Wick Boda “Tommy Rich ts Too 
Stupid To Be Champion!" Also: Putski-Adonis, 
Blackjack Mulligan Jr., Roddy Piper, Rick Steamboat, 
Lawier-Kaufman, Mike Graham. 

April 1982: How Jack Brisco Controls Rc Flair's 


Championship Destiny. Also: Tito Santana, Valentine- 
Pah it cs 


Juno 1962: Ric lair ws. Rick Steamboat: How The 


uly 1982: Harley Race—His Destiny ts In The 
Hands Of Tommy Rich, Also: Rick Steamboat, Chief 
Jay Strongbow, Buzz Sawyer, Ric Fair, Roddy Piper. 


Tragic Comeback That Should Not Have Happened. 


Bockwinkel-Hogan. 
Dec. 1982: Morales vs. Snuka: Does Pedro Deserve 
To Be Intercontinental Champion? Also: Bob Orton 
dr, Kamala, Rich & Rhodes, Barry Windham, Ted 
DiBiase, JYD-Bockwinkel, Oliver Humperdink. 
Jan. 1983; Ivan Putski Humiliates Cowboy Bob 


Feb, 1983: Exclusive Coverage: Nick Bockwinkel 
Regains The AWA Titie From Otto Warr. Also: 
Martel & Garea, McDaniel & Piper, Kamala. 

May 1983: What Will Happen When The Samoans 
Become Too Smart For Capt. Lou Albano? Also: 
Tommy Rich, Terry Allen, Eddie Gilbert, Kerry-Race, 


Bob Roop, Marte!-Heenan. 

Sept. 1963: Nick Bockwinkel Forces Hulk Hogan 
Into Exile: And Only The Fans Can Bring Him Back. 
Also: Briscos, Blackwell-Kery-Race, Paul Elering, 


Mulligan & Windham. 

Nov. 1983: Target-—Harley Race! Can Dusty 
Rhodes Fulfill His American Dream A Third Time? 
Also: Rick Rude, Rotundo-Kabuki, Gagne & Brunzell, 
Tito Santana, Von Erichs-Freebirds. 

Dec. 1983: The Night The AWA World Title Was 
Stolen From Mil Mascaras. Also: Roddy Piper, Larry 
ae | Dino Bravo, Fabulous Ones, Garvin & 


She 190 To Sonioa Tyg T Blackall 
The WWF? Also: Wayne & Sawyer, Hogan-Race, 
David Von Erich, Jesse Ventura. 

June 1984: David Von Erich—We'll Never Forget 
You. Also: Billy Jack, Rair-Race, Bockwinkel-Bravo, 
Brickhouse Brown. 

duly 1984: Tommy Rich Is Back! And He Owes It All 
To The Fans. Also: Valiant-Rhodes, Ric Rair, Mike 
Von Erich, Billy Jack. 

Aug. 1964: Garvin vs, Roberts: “Hands Of Stone” 
Crushes “The Snake.” Also: Freebirds-Devastation 
Po rn ene (oe OR ee 


Sept. 1984: Kerry Von Erich Wins The NWA World 
Tie: For David ... For Texas ... For Wrestfing! 


Graham. Also: Piper-Hogan, Heenan & Salto, Brody 
& Hansen, Von Erichs. 

Dec. 1984: The Tully Blanchard-Rick Steamboat 
Feud: Will Dusty Rhodes End it... Or Make It 
Worse? Also: Tito Santana, Martel-Atlas, D. Funk, 
Mike Von Erich, Williams-Taylor. 

Jan. 1985: Kerry Von Erich: “I've Got Ric Fiair’s 
NWA Title Within My Grasp.” Also: Albano & 
Lauper, Koloffs & Kemodle, Road Warriors, Lawier & 
Rude, Scott MoGhee. 

April 1985: Six-Man Riot! Road Warriors & Eliering 
vs. Rhodes, Rich, & Anderson. Also: Tonga Kid, 


dune 1995: Are The WWF Rulebreakers Singling 
Out Barry Windham For Destruction? Also: Zbyszko- 
Backund, Rhodes-Blanchard, Tommy Rich, Oliver- 


Haynes. 

duly 1985: It's A Dog's Life ... And Junkyard Dog 
Wouldn't Trade lt With Anyone! Also: Backund- 
Martel, Kemodie-Koloff, Butch Reed, Hemandez & 
Sunshine, Mike Graham. 

‘Aug. 1985: Ten Days Of Blood And Glory: The Road 
Warriors invade Japan! Also: Terry Taylor, Magnum 
TA, Bugsy McGraw, Sheik & Votkoff-Windham & 
Rotundo, 20th anniversary. 

Oct. 1985: David Shultz Gets An NWA Title Shot Ric 


Flair—“I Wrestle The Men Hulk Hogan Is Afraid 
Of!” Also: Misty Blue, Rick Martel, Kendall Windham, 


June 1986: Kerry Reveals His Secret “I've Told 
Magnum T.A. How To Beat Ric Flair!” Also: Steve 
Fiair-Bockwinkel, Lex Luger. 
Nov. 1986: Morton & Gibson Take A Trip To 
Badstreet U.S.A; The Rock ’n' Roll Express vs. The 
Freebirds. Also: Eddie Gilbert, Hogan-Omdorff, Mike 
Von Erich, Mi 
Dec, 1986: Ric Flalr's NWA Title Reign: Last 
Chance To Silence The Critics! Also: Nikita Koloff, 
Gilbert & Sting, Hogan-Piper, Abdullah-Adams, Nick 
Bockwinke. 


Jan. 1987; Bobby Heenan’s Bitter Crusade To 
Destroy Hulk Hogan. Also: Bome & Sawyer, Garvins, 
Ted DiBiase, Misty Blue Simmes. 

Feb. 1967: Tragedy Stikes Wrestling: Magnum T.A. 


Savage-Steamboat, 

April 1987: Hulk’s Giant Tasks: Hercules, Kamala 
.». And Andre? Also: Luger-Allen, Rich-Lawler, Rude 
& Femandez-Rock 'n’ Rolls, Kevin Von Erich, 
Standor Akbar. 

Jone 1987: The Hart Foundation vs. The Can-Ams: 


‘The WWF? Also: Chris Adams, Hart Foundation, 


Missy Hyatt. 

Oct. 1987: The Honky Tonk Man Wins The 
intercontinental Title: Is Randy Savage The Fans’ 
Last Hope. Also: Kerry Von Erich, Ken Patera, Sting- 
Gilbert, Horsemen-Freabirds, Zbyszko-Gagne. 

Dec, 1987; Hulk Hogan: Will He Be Drowned By The 
New Wave Of Challengers? Also: Hennig-Lawer, 
Windham-Steiner, Fair-Willams, Brutus Beefcake, 
Ronnie Garvin. 


Jan. 1988: The Experts Agree: The Road Warriors 
Will Turn Bad tn 1988! Also: Kolott-Taytor, Curt 


Hannig, Duggan-DiBiase. 

Feb. 1988: Alc Flair Admits: “I'm Nothing Without 
The NWA Belti” Also: Kerty Von Erich, Jim Comette, 
Hogan-Andre, Hennig-Lavder, Terry Taylor. 

March 1988: Aller Four Years As Champion ... Only 
Hulk Hogan Can Beat Hulk Hogan. Also: Wartiors- 
Demolition, Steve Willams, Luger & Dillon, Calgary, 
Terry Gordy. 

April 1988 (Special Issue): Starrcade, Survivor 
Series, World Class: Wrestling’s Greatest Day! 
Also: Midnight Rockers, Luger-Horsemen, Santana & 
Martel, Bobby Eaton. 

May 1988: Bell Or No Belt... Hulk Hogan Is Still 


The People's Champion! Aso: Madusa Miceli, 
Owen Hart-air, Tatum & Victory, Scott Hall, Luger- 
Anderson. 


june 1988: How Sting’s War With Ric Flair Could 


Share Our Fans With The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express!” 

Also: Rhodes-Windham, Curt Hennig, Roberts-Rude, 
dim Garvin, 

Jan. 1989: The Horsamen Destroyed! The World 

Title Gained! But The Midnight Express Must Still 

Prove Themselves! Also: Top Guns, Hart & 

Hey Andre-Savage-Hulk, Terry Gordy, Kevin 

fon Erich. 

Feb. 1989: The Road Warriors: “Sting, Dusty, & The 

Fans Can Go To Hell!” Also: Madusa Miceli, Blue 

March 1989: Scared Stiff! “Don’t Say Snake!” Also: 

Jeff Jarrett, Cactus Jack, Ric Rair, Bam Bam Bigelow, 

Hercules, Iron Shelk. 


April 1999: Hulkamania Runs Wild Again! Can 


Windham by Sting, 
July 1989: Dino Bravo: The Man Hulk Hogan Cannot 
Beat! Also: Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes & Perez, Road 


Warriors & Bllering, Michael Hayes. 
Aug. 1989 (Special Issue): Supercard 
Exclusive Coverage Of WrestleMania V And Clash 


Hogan-Zeus, Larry Zbyszko, 
Oct. 1989: No Holds Barred! Hoyan & Beefcake vs. 
Savage & Zeus: An Exclusive Preview & Analysis. 
A’so: Eric Embry, Four Horsemen, Teddy Long, 
Hayes-Luger, Art Barr, Billy Jack Haynes. 

Nov. 1989: Roddy Piper Pins Randy Savage ... And 
Hulk Hogan Is Scared Stiffl Also: Mr. T & Von 
Erichs, Garvin & Hayes, Rair-T. Funk, Dustin-Steel 
Man, Sgt. Slaughter, 

Dec. 1989: Gary Hart “Muta Took The Sting Out Of 
Sting!” Also: Skyscrapers, Andre-Wantor, Bay 
Windham, Rock ’n' Rolls, Scott Norton, Ken Patara. 
Jan. 1990: The Hulk Hogan Book Of Lists. Also: 
Brian Pillman, Rich-Luger, Tully & Am, P.Y. Chu-Hi, 
Greg Gagne. 

March 1990: Funk-Flair: “I Quit!—One War Ends, 
‘Two More Begin. Also; Nikita Koloff, Survivor Series, 
Steiners, Hogan-Zeus, Jim Comette. 

April 1990: Hulk Hogan; A Decade Of Greatness. 
Also: Luger-Fair, Woman, Piper-Heenan, Billy Travis, 
Badd Company. 

May 1990: Sting & Ultimate Warrior: Running A 
Parallel Course To Greatness, Also: Von Erichs, Big 
Bossman, Pillman & Zenk, Hulk Hogan, Mark 
Callous. 


June 1990: Hulkamanta—The Fall And Rise! Also: 
Rockers, Koloffs, Horsemen, Fair-Luger, Steiners, 
siuly 1990: My 10 Challenges To Ric File, By Lex 


‘Aug. 1990: Hogan-Warrior It: You Can Miake it 
Happen. Also: Eric Embry, Demolition, Doom, Larry 


Zoyszo. 

Sept. 1990: The Ultimate Warrior Wimps Out! Why 
He Won't Wrestle Hulk Hogan. Also: Billy Jack 
Seger Fay: 


Oct. 1990; Hulk Hogan vs. Earthquake: Exclusive 
SummerSlam Preview & Analysis. Also: Utimate 
Warrior, Ric Rair, Tommy Rich, Tasmanian Devi, 
Chris Von Erich. 

Nov. 1990: The Luger-Sting Rivalry: Ready To 
Explode Again! Also: Lawler & Dundes, Brutus 
Beefcake, Kerry Von Erich, Harley Race, Steiners. 
Dec. 1990 (Special Issue): SammerSiam! Exclusive 
Full-Color Coverage! Also: Stan Hansen, Am 
Anderson, Ultimate Warrior, Vic Steamboat, Scott 
Putsk. 

Feb. 1991: The Incredible “Halloween Havoc 
Hoax”! Unraveling The Diabolical Plot. Also; Muta- 
Steamboat, Hogan-Hart, Ultimate Warrior, Comette & 


Express, Norman 

March 1991: Warning To The Ultimate Wantor: 
Roddy Piper Wants You! Also: Gilbert-Jarrett, 
Comette & Express, Teddy Long, Survivor Series, 
Scott Norton. 

April 1991: Hulk Hogan: The Challenges That 
Remain. Also: Ted DiBiase, Skyscrapers, Lex Luger, 
Tom Zenk, Fabulous Ones. 

May 1991: Only Hulk Hogan Can Rid The WWF Of 
The Stench Of Sgt. Slaughter. Also: Ric Fair, Bobby 
Eaton, Shekk-Brazil, Power & Glory, Terry Funk. 
June 1991: How Much Longer Can We Depend On 
pertignt  aae a 
Cactus Jack, Kevin Von 

July 1991: oss Fe DT “th o 


Aug. 1991: I Sot. Staughter Said "I'm Sorry”... 
Would Hulk And The World Forghve Him? Also 
Luger-Nilita, Hennig-Davey Boy, Lanny Poffo, Bam 
Bam Bigelow 


Oct. 1991 (Special tssue): 25 Years—The Silver 
Anniversary Celebration Of Wrestling's Most 
Respected Magazine, Includes: Year-By-Year, great- 
est photos, 25 greatest wrestlers, O & A Bruno 
Sammartino, 


Nov. 1991: Lex Luger Wins The Title—But Loses 
His Fans. Also: Rick Steamboat, Roddy Piper, Global, 
Diamond Studd, Lawler-Embry. 

Dec. 1991: Roddy Piper's Exclusive Analysis: Fair 
vs. Hogan—Who Will Win The Match Of The 


Overpowered 
Johnny B, Badd, Mr, Hughes, Jake Roberts, Ronnie 
Gossett, 


Feb, 1992: Shocking WWF Report: McMahon 
Offers Bounty On Flair—Will Vince Pay The Piper? 
Also: Ron Simmons, Tito Santana, Bob Backlund, R. 
Steiner-Abdultah. 

March 1982: After Survivor Serles & Tuesday In 
Texas: Has The WWF Titfe Suffered Irreparable 
Damage? Also: Brian Pilman, Anderson & Bruiser, 
Rude-Sting, Mountie-Hart, Jeff Jarrett. 

April 1992: After A Year Of Tragedy & Turmoil: The 
Magic Is Back In WCWI Also: Chris Candido, Paul 
Omndorff, Lady X, Paul Bearer, Hennig & Flair, 
Michaels & Jannatty. 

Dee. 1992: He's Basazaact Jake Roberts Siithers 
Into WCW. Also: Paul E. Dangerously, Ron 
‘Simmons, Hulk Hogan, Michaels-Martel, Giberts- 
Rock 'r’ Rois. 

May 1992: He Rumbled Past 29 Men ... Ric Flair's 


Wanior, Vinnie Vegas, WCW tits, Koko B. Ware, 
July 1992: “Number Two Just Won'l Do”; For Rick 
Rude, The U.S. Bell Means Failure: Also; Madusa, 
Gorilla Monsoon, LOD, Nurse Vanessa, Greg 
Valentine, Sabu. 

Aug. 1992: The Ultimate Warrior, WrestleMania's 


Moondogs. 

Oct. 1992: British Bulldog & UNimate Warrior: Why 
They'll Be Crowned At SummerSlam. Also: Scotty 
Flamingo, Brian Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Steve Austin, 


Sty. 

Nov. 1992: WWF Beware! It's The Perfect Time For 
‘A Curt Hennig Comeback! Also: Crush, Butch Reed, 
Sting, Buddy Rogers, Oan Spivey. 

Jan. 1993: Sting Turns Sadistic: "Hurting Jake 
popes J ic beads 
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Bushwhackers-+Moondogs, Ramon-Savage, Natural 
Disasters, Masa Chono. 

Feb. 1993: WWF Champion Bret Hart His Five 
Most Dangerous Challenges. Also: Sgt Slaughter, 
cee ol hal 
‘April 1983 What's in? What's Out? Also: Razor 
Ramon, Rick Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka, Brian 


Christopher. 
May 1933: Sumo Sadism: Will Yokozuna Nake His 
_ Biggest Splash Al Wrestleitania? Aso: jm 


Jan. 1994: Roasted, Broiled, Fried, Baked ... Any 
Way You Cook It, Hogan's A Chicken! Also: Rude- 


May 1994: Aftershocks! How The Royal Rumble 
Shook Up WrestleMania. Also: Hulk Hogan, Boss, 
Dougias-Sherri, Patriot, improve WCW. 

July 1994: Ric Flair vs. Hulk Hogan: We Preview The 
Inevitable Battle. Also: Dreamer-Snuka, Jim 
Crockett's WWN, Ted DiBlase, Shane Douglas, Terra 


Ryzing. 
Aug. 1994: Bret’s Nightmare Team Becomes A 


Bunkdiouse-Rhodes, Public Enemy. 
Nov. 1994: Hulk Hogan's New Commandments: 


Jan. 1995: Dur Holiday Wish List For 1995, Also: 
Johnny B. Badd, DiBese-Tatanka, Bob Backlund, PG- 
13, Hacksaw Duggan. 

ee a ee ee 


April 1995: Imagine Wrestling Today It... 

fen & Stasi Hen Hee Mies Lil 
Comette. 

duly 1995: Hulk Hogan's Contract With America: 
Also: Marty Jannetty, Brian Piliman, Lawrence Taylor, 
Bil Dundee. 

Oct. 1995: President Backlund?! Also: Stoiners, 
Austin & Piliman, Miss Texas, Gordon Solie. 

Nov. 1995: “Take That—And Shut Up!" W Savage 
Can't Silence Flair, He's Through! Also: Mabel, 
Jarrett-Ramon, Renegade, WWF legends roundtable. 
Dec, 1995 (Special tssue):"20Shawn Michaels: Too 


Winter 1995: Exclusive Preview Sting vs. Hogan: 
This Time It's For Real! Also: Steiners, Yankem- 
Undertaker, Bodies-Cometie, Am Anderson, 
March 1996 (Special tssua): 1995—The Year in 
Pictures. Also: Hogan-Hart, Big Van Vader, Sabu, 
Brian Pilman. 

April 1996: Luger, Sting, Hogan, Savage: Can't We 
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All Be Friends? Also: DiBiase & Kid, Dieset- 
McMahon, Daas Page, Jeff Jarrett. 

May 1996: WWF in-Vader! Can Bret, Shawn, & 
Razor Play The Pain Game? Also: Public Enemy, 
ey li eae re aed 


din 1006 (Special so Fear Of Height How 


‘Sept. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report. 
Aiso: Savio Vega, Sabu-Scorpio, Chris Benoit, 
Goldust, Gant. 

Oct. 1996: Muscling Back To The Top: The Warrior 
ts Ready To Rule Again. Also: Warriors & Sasaki- 
Steiners & Norton, Razor & Diesel, Mabel & Mo, Blue 


Nov, 1996: Brian Pillman: Next WWF Champ! Also: 
Giant-Sting, Ray Stevens, Dick Murdoch, Cloudy, 
John Tenta, WCW shuffle, 

Dec. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceolil Also; Ahmed Johnson, Ric Hair, Mero & 
Sable, Goldust, Sandman. 

Holiday 1996: WCW Shocker: Randy Savage Is Sel 
To Join Hulk Hogan's NWO! Also: Steve Austin, 


Feb. 1997: Wrestling's Top Stars: What 1997 Has In 
Store For Them! Also: Michaels-Hart, Pit Bull |, Rey 
Mistento Jr, Kevin Nash. 

May 1997: Hogan's Headache: The Pain ls Piper! 


Sa 157 (Bell en WHE Mio Repr 
Shawn-Bret, football payers, Terry & 
Day Ak Line 


Oct, 1997: Bret Hart & Shawn Michaels: How Low 
Will They Go? Also: Paul E. Dangerously, DDP & 


Kimberly, Rhodes family, Kei Muto. 

Nov. 1997; 10-Year Grudge! Lex Luger's Career 
Ruled By J.J. Dillon? Also: Shawn-Bret, Jeff Jarrett, 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley, Dreamer-Raven, Dan 


Severn. 

Dec, 1997 (Special issue): WWF vs, WOW: Top 10 
sere Also: Guerreros, Taz, Syxx, Paul Bearer, 
Hol, 1997; First Owen ... Then ‘Taker ... Then 
Hogan: Who's Gonna Go Next? Also: Steve Austin, 
Bret Hart, Lex Luger, Ric Rair, Dean Malenko, 
March 1996 (Special Issue): 1997: The Year In 
Pictures, Also: Rey Misterio Jr., Undertaker, The 
Girt. 


‘April 1998: “We've Won!" Maybe ... But Can The 
NWO Handle Its Own Success? Also: Ken 
Shamrock, Steiners-Warrlors, Douglas & Francine, 


Rocky Maa. 
June 1998 (Special issue): “Hollywood” Hogan: 10 


allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


More Dirt Deeds .. _ hod He's Osta Hore! Aso: 


July 1998: Death Wishi Costing Hogan The Title 
tsn'l Enough For The Macho Man, Also: 
Headbangers, Ric Fair, Chris Chett. 

Aug. 1998: We Stand Behind Ya, Vince! It’s Time 
To Fire Austin. Also: Luna-Sable, Randy Savage, 
Dean Malenko, Super 8 toumey. 

Sept. 1998: (Special Issue): WWF Midyear Report: 
Aso: Nash-Hogan, Rocky Maivia Bil Goklberg, 
Antonio inoki, 

Oct. 1998: The Mother Of All Pay-Per-Views! A 
WWF-WCW Supercard is No Longer Just Taikt 
Aiso: Sable, Undertaker, Randy Savage, Sabu & Van 


Dam. 
Nov. 1998: Demons Be Damned! Sting Makes The 
Giant See Red! Also: McMahon-Dude, Jarrett- 
Blackman, Melanie Piliman, Rey Misterio Jr. 
Dec, 1998 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 10 
Faceoff! Also: ECW midyear report, Ric Flair, Kane. 
Hol, 1998: “Quit, Mick!” A Desperate Plea From A 
Distraught Wife. Also: Chris Jericho, Jason 
Sensation, wrestlers vs. colebrities, hardcore war, 
Jan, 1999: Stone-Cold’s Personal Survivor Series. 
Also: Rock-HHH, NWA, Bret Hart, Howard Finkel, 
three-way title matches. 
Feb. 1999: Hot Rocks! The Anger That Drives 
Shamrock & The Rock. Also: McMahon-Austin, 
Spike Dudley, Eric Bischotf, Perry Saturn, 
March 1999 (Special tssue); 1996—The Year 
In Pictures. Also: Hall & Nash, Goldust, Mr. Ooh 
La La, The Undertaker. 
April 1999; Hogan's Retirement: White House 
Or White Lie? Also: DDP-Hart, Taz-Douglas, 
Steve Austin, Mankind. 
ae Re 
Also: Kane-MMicMahon, Dallas Page, Funk- 
Abdullah, WWF sideshow. 
June 1999 (Special Issue): Ric Flair, The 10 
Feats He Must Accomplish Before He's 
Through, Also: Rocky Maivia, Juventud 
Guerrera, Billy Gunn, body parts quiz section. 
July 1999: Our Bottom Line ... It's High Time 
Austin Shows McMahon Respect! Also: Jerry 
Lawler, Rey Misterio Jr., Ken Shamrock, DDP- 
Bigelow-Goldberg. 
Aug. 1999: This Man ts Pure Evill Trust Hogan 
And He'll Take You To Hell! Plus: Owen Hart, 
Vader, Sable. 
Sept. 1999 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear 
Report. Also: DDP-Sting, Douglas-Cradible, Big 
Show-McMahons, Disco Inferno, Keim & Lane. 
Oct. 1999: Shawn Michaels’ Game Of Corporate 
Chess! Are The McMahons His Pawns? Also: 
Steiners, Billy Gunn, Savage & George. 
Nov, 1999: Austin's New Powers: Shag Vince? 
Yeah, Baby! Also: Am-Sid, Hardy Boys, Emest 
Miller, Naoya Ogawa. 
Dec, 1999 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 
10 Faceoti! Also: ECW midyear report, David & 
Ric Flair, Test & Stephanie. 
Hol. 1999: Before The WWF Can Soll ... Read 
What They Had To Tell! Also: Kanyon, Big 
Show, Spike & Mahoney-Ad & New Jack. Kevin 
Nash. 
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TOP 10 TAG TEAMS 
| MIKE AWESOME JUN AKIYAMA & KENTA KOBASHI 
285, Tampa, FL Combined weight: 491 pounds 
(2) ECW World champion (10) All-Japan International tag team champions 
2 BRET HART BILLY GUNN & JESSE JAMES 
235, Calgary, Alberta Combined weight: 516 pounds 
(3) WCW World (5) WWE World team champions 
3 THE BIG SHOW 3 TOMMY DREAMER & RAVEN 
500, Atlanta, GA Combined weight: 480 pounds 
(-] WWF World champion {3} ECW World team 
4 VADER YUJI NAGATA & MANABU NAKANISHI 
450, Denver, CO Combined weight: 455 pounds 
(-) All-Japan Triple Crown chempion (7) IWGP International team 
& THE ROCK 5 BILLY KIDMAN & KONNAN 
272, Miami, FL Combined weight: 432 pounds 
(7) No. 2 contender: WWF World title 4) No. 1 WCW World title 
Gg BILL GOLDBERG 6 CRASH & BOB HOLLY 
270, Tulsa, OK Combined weight: 456 pounds 
4) No. 2 contender: WCW World title {2) No. 1 contenders: WWE World tag title __ 
7 KEL] MUTO BRADSHAW & FAAROOQ 
245, Yamanashi, Japan Combined weight: 600 pounds 
(6) IWGP heavywelght champion (-) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 
8 TRIPLE-H CREATIVE CONTROL 
279, Greenwich, CT Combined weight: 592 pounds 
(1) No. 3 contonder: WWF World title (-) WCW World tag team champions 
Q SCOTT HALL MITSUHARU MISAWA & YOSHINARI OGAWA 
290, Miami, FL Combined weight: 430 pounds 
(-) WCW U.S. & TV champion (-} No. 1 contenders: All-Japan International tag title 
10 CHRIS BENOIT 10 JEFF & MATT HARDY 
218, Edmonton, Alberta Combined weight: 422 pounds 
(-) Mo. 3 contender: WCW World title (6) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag title 
——————ceeeaoeeeueomrm- The Rock ee ee ee 
wcw WWF ECW NWA 
World Champion: World Champion: World Champion: NWA Champion: 
THE BIG SHOW MIKE AWESOME NAOYA OGAWA 
(1) 235, Calgary, Alberta (-) 500, Atlanta, GA (C) 285, Tampa, FL (C) 286, Tokyo, Japan 
1—SCOTT HALL —CHYNA 1—ROB VAN DAM 1—TERRY TAYLOR 
(-) 290, Miami, FL (1) 201, Nashua, NH (1) 237, Battle Creek, MI (-) 226, Atlanta, GA 
2—BILL GOLDBERG 2—THE ROCK U 2—MIKE RAPADA 
(2) 270, Tulsa, OK (3) 272, Miami, FL (2) 225, Bombay +} 231, Colorado Springs, CO 
3—CHRIS BENOIT 3—TRIPLE-H 3—JERRY LYNN 3—KNUCKLES NELSON 
(9) 218, Edmonton, Alberta (C) 279, Greenwich, CT (8) 214, Minneapolis, MN (4) 225, Reno, NV 
NG 4—BIG BOSSMAN 4—YOSHIHIRO TAJIRI 4—KEVIN NORTHCUTT 
(3) 260, Venice Beach, CA (5) 310, Cobb County, GA (3) 224, Tokyo, Japan (-) 348, Chalmette, LA 
5—S1D VICIOUS 5—KANE 5—RHINO 5—DOUG GILBERT 
(4) 318, West Memphis, AR (-) 345, parts unknown (10) 285, Detroit, MI (3) 241, Lexington, TN 
6—BUFF BAGWELL 6—DAVEY BOY SMITH GUIDO 6—E.Z. RYDER 
{-] 240, Marietta, GA (4) 245, leeds, England (9) 221, Howard Beach, NY (8) 230, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
7—JEFF JARRETT 7—TEST 7—SUPER CRAZY 7—GARY STEELE 
(-} 230, Nashville, TN (8) 302, Toronto, Ontario (6) 172, Mexico City, Mexico (1) 241, London, England 
8—NORMAN SMILEY 8—VAL VENIS 8—JUSTIN CREDIBLE CHAELS 
+} 238, london, England (6) 250, las Vegas, NV (7) 225, Waterbury, CT (9) 224, Jacksonville, FL 
NG 9—CHRIS JERICHO 9—LANCE STORM 9—TWIGGY RAMIREZ 
(+) 294, Tonga [+] 225, Vancouver, British Columbia (4) 234, Calgary, Alberta (-) 213, New York, NY 
10—EVAN KARAGIAS 10—THE GODFATHER 10—SPIKE DUDLEY 10—MIKE ROSELLI 


(-) 204, Gastonia, NC 
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(10) 340, las Vegas, NV 


(5) 155, Philadelphia, PA 


[+ 265, Vancouver, British Columbia 


OFFICIAL 


RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent 
skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. All other ratings are 
based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; certain titleholders receive an 
automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) 
indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last issue while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in 
that category last issue. Note: In an effort to keep the ratings as up-to-date as possible, these pages are often the last to 
be sent to the printer. Thus, the ratings may reflect changes not reflected in the remainder or the issue. 


| For period ended November 22, 1999 period ended November 22, 1999 


ALL PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Michael Modest; 1—Moxx Justice; 2— 
Tony Jones; 3—Boyce LeGrande; 4—Christopher Daniels; 5—Dic Grimes; 6— 
Robert Thompson; 7—Bison Smith; 8—Jimmy Ripp; 9—Boom Boom Comini; 
10—Frank Murdoch, 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—J.J. The Ring Crew 
Guy; 1—Ty Street; 2—Ground Zero; 3—Vince Goodnight; 4—Cheetah Master; 
5—Glen Oshourne; 6—Boogie Woogie Brown; 7—Jeff Peterson; 8—J.R. Ryder; 
9—Jimi V; 10—Reckless Youth. 


FRONTIER MARTIAL ARTS WRESTLING: Champion—Kodo Fuyuki; 1—H; 
2—Fake Hayabusa; 3—Masoto Tanaka; 4—Tetsuhiro Kuroda; 5—Jado; 6— 
Hisokatsu Oyo; 7—Gedo; 8—Kintaro Kanemura; 9—Koji Nakagawa; 10—Hido. 


FUTURE WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Mike Quackenbush; 1—Lo-Ki; 
2—Don Montoya; 3—Reckless Youth; 4—Joke Daniels; 5—Danny Rose; 6—Mark 
Shroder; 7—Gregory Martin; 8—Cremator; 9—Adam Flash; 10-—High Voltage. 


GLOBAL PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Title Vacant; 1—New York Nightmare; 
2—Scott Storm; 3—Treach Phillips Jr.; 4—Jeff Jett; 5—James Grizzly; 6— 
Johnny Jett; 7—Bubba Monroe; 8—Shawn Summers; 9—Bill Ash; 10—Tim Vain. 


MARYLAND CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Romeo Valentino; 
1—Bruiser; 2—Julio Sonchez; 3—Tom Brandi; 4—Gregory Martin; 5—Danny 
Rose; 6—Gillberg; 7—{Cueball Carmichael; 8—Jimmy Cicero; 9—Dino Devine; 
10—Corporal Punishment. 


MASON DIXON WRESTLING: Champion—Jamie Harris; 1—Punchy McGee; 
2—Brian Logan; 3—Eddie Edmonds; 4—Latin Tornado; 5—Mason Hunter; 6— 
Scotty Blaze: 7—Bob Brown; 8—Chick Scott; 9—Bounty Hunter; 10—Ox Williams. 


NEW DIMENSION WRESTLING: Champion—Title Vacant; 1—Eddie Brown; 
2—Brute Shooter; 3—Dirty White Boy; 4—Mike Gunner; 5—Toad; 6—thilly 
Willy; 7—Rick Morton; 8—King; 9—Bobby Starr; 10—Big Slam. 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Michael Modest; 
1—Joe E. Legend; 2—Flash Flanagan; 3—Jimi V; 4—Joson Lee; 5—Cheetah 
Master; 6—Scott Furie; 7—Vince Goodnight; 8—Glen Osbourne; 9—Ty Street; 
10—Eddie Valentine, 


RHODE ISLAND WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Bad News; 1—Danger 
Boy Alfredo; 2—Wolverine; 3—Pierre the Mountie; 4—Max Brannigan; 5—Danny 
Cama; 6—Dallas Austin; 7—Miel; 8—Davios; 9—Scott Thomas; 10—Bill Hall. 


WILD CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING OUTLAWS: Champion—Guy Lombardo; 
1—Don Basher; 2—Rob Ramer; 3—Johnnie Walker; 4—ltch Coma Wieder; 5— 
Indiana Kidd Jr.; 6—Johnny Eagle; 7—Shawn Cook; &—The Executioner; 9— 
Vomit; 10—Convict. 


XTREME PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Damien Steele; 1—Dick Dudley; 2— 
Supreme; 3—Johnny Webb; 4—Kid Kaos; 5—Jake Lawless; 6—Kronus; 7— 
Michael Modest; &—Donovan Morgan; 9—Carlito Montana; 10—Phenomenal Phil. 





NEW JAPAN ALL-JAPAN 
IWGP Champion: Triple Crown Champion: 
KELJI MUTO VADER 
(C) 245, Yamanashi, Japon (1) 450, Denver, CO 
1—DON FRYE 1—MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(5) 205, Sierra Vista, AZ (C) 228, Ashikaga, Japan 
2—MASA CHONO 2—KENTA KOBASHI 
(I) 235, Tokyo, Japan (3) 261, Fukuchiyama, Japan 
3—KENSUKE SASAKI 3—JUN AKIY, 
(8) 233, Tokyo, Japan (2) 230, Hiroshima, Japan 
4—GENICHIRO TENRYU 4—STAN HANSEN 
(4) 235, Fukui, Japan (+) 322, Borger, TX 
5—MANABU NAKANISHI RA TAUE 
(2) 235, Tokyo, Japan (8) 265, Chichibu, Japan 
6—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 6—YOSHIHIRO TAKAYAMA 
(6) 270, Tokyo, Japan (4) 270, Sapporo, Japan 
7—SATOSHI KOJIMA 7—GARY ALBRIGHT 
(7] 223, Tokyo, Japan (7) 343, Billings, MT 
8—YUJI NAGATA 8=—TAKAO OMORI 
[-] 220, Tokyo, Japan (9) 221, Tokyo, Japan 
9-—SHINJIRO OTANI 9—JOHNNY ACE 
{-] 215, Yokohama, Japan (6) 250, San Bernardino, CA 
10—JUSHIN LIGER 10—YOSHINARI OGAWA 


(3) 206, Hiroshima, Japan (10) 202, Tokyo, Japan 


EMLL AAA 
EMLL Champion: AAA Champion: 
RAYO DE JALISCO JR. PERRO AGUAYO 
(C) 270, Guadalajara, Mexico (C) 220, Zacatecas, Mexico 
1—SHOCKER 1—PIRATA MORGAN 
(10) 185, Guadalajara, Mexico (5) 221, Mexico City, Mexico 
2—DR. WAGNER JR. 2—ABISMO NEGRO 
(5) 215, Mexico City, Mexico {-] 210, Pachua, Mexico 
3—MR. NIEBLA 3—PERRO AGUAYO JR. 
(4) 185, Cualtitlan, Mexico (4) 165, Zacatecas, Mexico 
4—BLUE PANTHER AGON 
(3) 215, Mexico City, Mexico (2) 180, Monterrey, Mexico 
5—FUERZA GUERRERA 5—CIBERNETICO 
(7) 180, Mexico City, Mexico (8) 235, Mexico City, Mexico 
6—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 6—HEAVY METAL 
(2) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico (1) 180, Mexico City, Mexico 
7—EMILIO CHARLES JR. 7—LATIN LOVER 
(-] 222, Mexico City, Mexico (10) 190, Monterrey, Mexico 
LO DANTES 8—JERRY ESTRADA 
(-) 215, Guadalajara, Mexico (9) 239, Montclova, Mexico 
9—UNIVERSO DOS MIL 9—MOSCO DE LA MERCED 
+) 240, Mexico City, Mexico {+} 170, Guadalajara, Mexico 
10—DR. O’BORMAN JR. 10—BLUE DEMON JR. 


(-) 185, Mexico City, Mexico | (3) 180, Toluca, Mexico 
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We’ve said it before ... So, yeah, we'll say it 
again. Or at least we'll ask you the question you might 
have asked yourself while following this sport over the 
last few years? How much do the major American 
titles—specifically the ones in the WWF and WCW— 
really mean these days? Think about that for a minute. 

We almost gave Bret Hart the number-one spot in 
the Top 10 this month because—surprisehe won the 
WCW World title by beating Chris Benoit cleanly in a 
tournament final at Mayhem. The WCW and WWF world 
titles change hands so frequently and usually under 
such dubious circumstances that you can’t help but 
wonder sometimes just how important it is to be champi- 

on in those two promotions. 
Sure, Bret picked up some 
impressive wins in the WCW 
World title tourney, but he 
also lost the U.S. title in a 
four-way match just a few 
weeks before Mayhem and 
lost to Lex Luger at Hallo- 
ween Havoc. So he had an 
up-and-down month. 

The reason we went with 
ECW World champion Mike 
Awesome in the top spot had everything to do with con- 
sistency. As of press time, the man hadn't lost a single 
match since beating Taz for the belt in September. You 
might be thinking that ECW’s talent roster doesn’t com- 
pare to the WWF's or WCW’s. Consider, however, that 
Awesome defends his belt on just about every ECW 
show, and he usually wins cleanly and convincingly. 

The Big Show slides in at number three following his 
victory for the WWF title at Survivor Series. He has been 
dominant since winning the belt—getting wins over Bob 
Holly, Davey Boy Smith, and Triple-H—but he didn’t 
earn his chance to compete for the belt. He only got in 
the Survivor Series three-way because Steve Austin 
was run down by a car before the match and Shane 
McMahon picked him as a replacement. Then Vince 
McMahon ensured he'd win by kayoing Triple-H with the 
title belt. Prior to Survivor Series, Show had been strug- 
gling in matches with his arch-rival, Big Bossman. 

When you consider that the two top champions in 
Japan—All-Japan Triple Crown titleholder Mitsuharu 
Misawa and IWGP heavyweight champ Keiji Muto— 
were involved in more tag team than singles competition 





Mike Awesome 
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during the month, well, it makes sense to give Awesome 
the top spot, doesn't it? 

To get back to our original question, however, you see 
further evidence of the devaluing of the major titles if you 
take an even closer look at our Top 10. Note first that the 
WWF Intercontinental champion is nowhere to be found. 
That isn’t just because Chyna suffered a serious injury to 
her thumb as a result of Chris Jericho's heinous attack. 

We gave Chyna a spot in our Top 10 in other issues, 
but consider how she got to be champion. She didn't 
win a series of key matches and earn the number-one 
contender slot. She simply signed the open contract for 
a match with previous champ Jeff Jarrett before Billy 
Gunn could do the same. Then, in her second match 
with Jarrett, she outbrawled 
him in a wild “Good House- 
keeping” match to win the 
belt. During the first few 
weeks of her reign, she only 
put her belt on the line at tele- 
vised WWF cards. Shouldn't 
such an important title be 
defended more often? 

You'll also notice that 
Scott Hall barely made the 
Top 10. A few years ago, any Scott Hall 
wrestler holding two major titles at the same time would 
be strongly considered for the top spot. Look at how 
Hall won his belts. First, he took the WCW U.S. title 
from Hart by winning a four-way ladder match. We use 
the term “win” loosely here. Instead of climbing the lad- 
der and seizing the belt as it hung above the ring, Hall 
waited for his best friend, guest referee Kevin Nash, to 
hand him the belt. The title change was allowed to 
stand. 

At Mayhem, an injured Rick Steiner had to give up 
the TV belt ... and Hall was the man lucky enough to 
have it awarded to him. So basically he’s a man with 
two titles he did nothing to earn. It seems in the WWF 
and WCW today, the best athletes don’t always win the 
belts. But the sneakiest ones usually do. O 





That’s all we have! if you have any questions or comments 
relating to our ratings, please drop us a line. Write to: 


“Ratings Analysis,” ¢/o THE Wrestier, Box 1148, 
Fort Washington, PA 19034. 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information 
you want and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. 

To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
you'll be the first to learn about ... 
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